
REMIT CORNER # 3 
REMIT 1- THREE COUNCIL MODEL 

 
This remit asks the following question: 
Does our Pastoral Charge agree that: 

(a) The United Church be re-organized into the three-council model approved by the 42nd 
General Council 2015; and that 

(b) The basis of Union be amended to reflect this change? 
 
Remit 1- The Three Council Model proposes a major change in the Governance structure of The 
United Church of Canada. Presently we have four courts or levels of church decision making 
structure.  The four courts currently are (1) the Congregation/Pastoral Charge, (2) the 
Presbytery, (3) the Conference, (4) the General Council). The new model proposes that the 
church would have three councils or levels with specific ministries and responsibilities. The 
proposal does not simply eliminate one of the present courts, but replaces both of the current 
middle courts with a new regional council. 
 
The three- council model is intended to provide a church structure through which God’s mission 
can be more effectively expressed in diverse, faith filled, and hopeful communities of faith. The 
model maintains our identity as a “united” church through relationships and connections 
between the three councils: (1) communities of faith (2) regional councils (3) denominational 
council. 
 
Presently there are 86 Presbyteries and 13 Conferences. The new model proposes that there 
would be between 12 to 15 regional councils. The exact number is expected to be determined 
by a commission made up from representatives across the church. This commission would only 
be put in place if this remit is approved. 
 
Alongside the three councils, there will be clusters and networks. These will not be formal 
governance bodies but organically formed communities of common interests, mission, and 
support. 
 
Staff for the regions will be deployed regionally, as they are now, but given the financial 
situation the church finds itself in presently, staff will most likely serve more than one region in 
the new model. 
 
For further information, we recommend you read and view some of the other resources related 
to this remit:  

• the GC42 Workbook, CRTG 3 A Three-Council Model, PLENARY 14–21 (pages 336– 343): 
www.gc42.ca/workbook   

• Video: The Proposed Three-Council Model: www.gc42.ca/comprehensive-review- report, 



under Resources   

• Backgrounder 5: A Three-Council Model: www.gc42.ca/comprehensive-review-report.  

  
 


