
MANY VOICES  Lakefield United Church    Advent / Christmas 2017 

lkflduc@nexicom.net               www.lakefieldunitedchurch.ca 

  SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3  
7:00 p.m.   Lakefield Community Christmas Carol Service 
With guest artist Paula Walker, the Community Christmas Choir and the Community Christmas Junior Choir! 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8     MOVIE NIGHT! “A Hobo’s Christmas” 
6:00 p.m.  Potluck supper – bring a favourite dish-to-share!       6:45 p.m.  Movie and discussion 

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 11:00 a.m.       
JUNIOR CHOIR PRESENTATION  “A Charlie Brown Christmas” 
WHITE GIFT SERVICE      
Recipients of this year’s White Gifts will be the Crossroads Women/Children Shelter in Peterborough and the 
Lakefield Food Bank. 
     “Wish List” for Crossroads is enclosed. 

Monetary donations are also most appreciated – make cheques payable to YWCA Peterborough 
Haliburton and put “Crossroads” on the memo line. 

  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15 7:30 p.m.  CANDLELIGHT SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE  
at Lakefield United Church presented by the Hendren Funeral Home and local clergy.  All are welcome. 

  SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 11:00 a.m.       
Morning worship service with special Musical Presentation by the Senior Choir. 

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24    11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service 
   7:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 

THE CHURCH OFFICE is closed Monday, December 25, Tuesday, December 26 and Monday, January 1. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

If you use offering envelopes, pay by cheque, or contribute by PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance), your giving 
for the period January 1 to November 26, 2017 was: 

Local Expenses    ………………………………… 
Capital Campaign Fund ………………………….. 
Mission and Service Fund   ……………………… 
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MINISTER’S CORNER 
 

“…and a little child shall lead them.” (Isaiah 11) 
 

About a Child 
The great prophet Isaiah, centuries before Jesus comes as Messiah, has a vision of a ‘peaceable kingdom’ 
in a future time, in which there is harmony amongst all creation; where ‘the wolf shall lie down with the 
lamb…and a little child shall lead them.”  In this realm, even a child can be a shepherd to all creatures, 
because the peace of God is something beyond just the absence of conflict. It is inherent again in nature; a 
return to the garden of Eden.   
It is no wonder that Christianity through the ages has treasured the Christmas story in the gospels of Luke 
and Matthew, and has worshipped the Suffering Servant (also pictured in Isaiah) who, in the person of Jesus, 
dies on the cross for all humanity.  
Christmas is about a child –a child who shows a tiny light of God, which has the promise of becoming the 
Light of the World. 
 

For a Child 
“Christmas is for kids!” I hear people say. And we have made that so self-evident in our culture that I am not 
even going to bother complaining about the twisted excesses of materialism by which we are often willingly 
manipulated to demonstrate our affection for our children and grandchildren at this season. (Oops I just did.) 
But Christmas is for kids:  The story of Christmas shows some of the main themes of faith that also come out 
at Easter: That God is on the side of the poor and the little and the needy; that the power of love is greater 
than the power of the world. Children need to be able to hear the joy that is inherent in our faith. The songs of 
Christmas, for just one example, let them – and us – shout that out. 
 

Like a Child 
Unless you receive God’s realm like a child, you will not enter it, Jesus cautions his followers. Stephen 
Leacock has a little Christmas tale you may remember from long ago, told with his usual gentle satire, in 
which somehow the name-tags on the gifts get all mixed up. But it all turns out well, because on Christmas 
morning, the men get to play under the tree with the toy train, and the boys get to go out back and smoke the 
cigars. 
Point taken (minus the cigars): Once in a while in this season, we mature persons may feel a little thrill of 
wonder. Wonder is part of faith. And when we are open to wonder, we are like that child Jesus speaks of.  
I treasure a line from one of our carols:  
When God is a child, there’s joy in our song. The last shall be first, and the weak shall be strong, and none 
shall be afraid. 
 

May a small vision of the peaceable kingdom warm your hearts this Advent and Christmas. 
- Rev. Jim Feairs, Retired Supply Minister. 

 
 



Christmas Greetings from the Chair of Co-ordinating Committee 
 

The Christmas season started early this year, with our preparations for the Lakefield Holiday House Tour in 
mid-November.  What a wonderful outreach opportunity for us! We welcomed 280 people through our 
Sanctuary.   As well, the Capital Campaign was a beneficiary of this community event.     
 

There are so many positive things happening at our church right now: we are fortunate to have the steady 
hand of Rev Jim Feairs leading us, our music program is thriving, and our Capital Campaign is off to a 
roaring start!   Due to the early successes of our Capital Campaign, we can finally solve the issue of the 
leaky CE building roof, once and for all.   Construction of a sloped steel roof will begin soon.   
 

There is renewed energy in the church as we head into Advent.  We thank everyone for their contributions to 
our church life, no matter how big or small.    
 

Wishing all of you a blessed, joyous Christmas, 
 

Sue Hardill 
A big thank you to all of the worker bees who made our Holiday House Tour weekend such a success:  the 
organizers, decorators, bakers, greeters, servers, church historians, John A., and of course the musicians. 
And a big thank you to Griffins Greenhouse, for decorating the gorgeous outside pots (and for letting us keep 
two for the season!)  Well done, everyone! 

              
Christmas Greetings from the Worship Committee 
 

That most joyous Christian holiday—the birth of Christ—is fast approaching.  Our church is planning many 
special Advent and Christmas happenings/services—they are about singing traditional Christmas carols, 
listening to the familiar message, hearing beautiful choral music, sharing in the joy of the Junior Choir 
presentation, and spending time with our own special faith community. Please join us at these church events 
that have been prepared to strengthen your faith and bring joy to your hearts. 
 

Merry Christmas from Linda Unrau (Chair), Maggie Crawford, Heather Dummitt, Barb Hennessey, Nancy 
Pendergest, Wendy Scott   

                   
Christmas Greetings from the Finance and Administration Committee 
 

THANK YOU to all the folk who responded to our campaign to review your PAR contributions and to those 
who have chosen to make their church offering by Pre-Authorized Remittance! It is never too late to go on 
PAR and assist the church finances with consistent giving. Call Carol in the church office (705-652-3126) for 
more information. 
 

For those who use envelopes for their offering, 2018 boxes are now available in the church narthex. 
 

Following a motion passed by the Co-ordinating Committee, there will be a change in the church banking 
structure to provide better clarity and transparency of all our special dedicated funds such as the Memorial 
Fund and Capital Campaign Fund. They will be transferred to a new dedicated bank account and continue to 
be tracked as separate funds in the new account which will be separate from the General Operating Account. 
The Capital Campaign has been a tremendous success this fall and now the Co-ordinating Committee has 
voted to go take action by adding a slope and steel to the Christian Education Building roof to deal with the 
problem of water damage. 
 

A special Christmas Offering envelope is enclosed for those who are looking to “catch up” or provide an 
additional financial gift for our local expenses. 
 



The balances in the church funds at the end of October 2017 were as follows. 
GENERAL FUND   (deficit)  - 1,199.66  MEMORIAL FUND  17,318.35 

The year-to-date giving to the United Church Mission and Service Fund at the end of October was 17,458.60 
which represents  82% of our goal for the year. 
 

We THANK ALL for their continued support of our many church projects and fundraisers!                                                                                                                     
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year!          
 

Mary Ferguson-Pare, Robin Kayser, Carol Morrison, Lori Neill, Jim Pendergest (Chair), Kathy Scott. 

 
Christmas Greetings from the Lakefield United Church Women 
 

We THANK all who so generously participated in the “spare change” for the Lakefield Food Bank. 
The ladies of LUC are going out to Chemong Lodge on December 6 for our Christmas Lunch. 
All ladies are welcome to our monthly meetings, which are on the 4th Wednesday of the month in the 
Friendship Room (2:00 p.m.). 

 
Christmas Greetings from the Christian Education Committee 
 

We welcome all to attend the special Advent and Christmas services – the first page of this newsletter lists 
them. 
 

December 10 will be the last Sunday school day until the New Year. 
Rev. Alan Boyd will be offering a Bible Study on the Lord’s Prayer in 2018 at the home of Maggie and Dick 
Crawford on January 15, 22, 29. 
 

I pray that everyone enjoys the blessings of this Christmas season. 
 

Wendy Bulloch, Chair 

 
Joint Needs Assessment Committee (JNAC) Update 
The Joint Needs Assessment Committee would like to thank all those members of our congregations who 
answered and returned the JNAC Survey. The response rate was excellent. There were 241 surveys 
distributed throughout the Pastoral Charge and 140 surveys were returned for 58% return rate. The 
committee is compiling the results.  Your voices are being heard and you are contributing to the future of 
your church. 

 
REMIT UDATE  
There is a section on the Lakefield United Church website under Wider Church News dealing with REMITS at: 

http://www.lakefieldunitedchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/REMIT-UPDATE-September-2017.pdf   
This information gives the results of national voting. All 4 REMITS passed and plans for implementation are 
underway and awaiting approval at the 2018 General Council 43 to be held in July, 2018. Changes to be 
approved would come into effect on January 1, 2019. 

 

The United Church is also producing a REMIT Implementation Newsletter.  
Individuals can sign-up to receive it at: 
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=76ee0595b0 
 

http://www.lakefieldunitedchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/REMIT-UPDATE-September-2017.pdf
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=76ee0595b0


 

 
 
 

The AOTS Men’s Club are now selling Christmas Trees. This year 
marks the 38th year selling trees to support their favorite youth initiatives.  Thank you to all for 
your continued support! 
 

Help in selling the trees is most appreciated!  Volunteers are needed to take one or two shifts if 
at all possible.  
 

There is a sign-up calendar in the C.E. building entrance, or call Mike Stedman at 705 652 
8903.  THANK YOU!! 
 

Times  Monday to Friday   1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
  Saturdays 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
  Sundays 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

   We are looking for a few volunteers who would shovel the church 
steps on snowy ( > 2 - 3 cm) Sunday mornings.  We have prepared a sign-up schedule for the 
winter and have posted it on the main hall bulletin board outside the church office.   
 
If it snows on your day, then you are “on duty” with your shovel!  In doing this, we can avoid 
having to hire someone for the job.  THANK YOU! 
   
 


