
REMIT CORNER #4 

REMIT 4- FUNDING THE NEW MODEL 

 
Remit 4 asks the following question: 
Does the pastoral charge agree to a new funding model for the United Church with the 
budgeting process guided by the following principles?  

• (1)  use Mission & Service to fund ministry and mission activities;   

• (2)  fund governance and support services of other courts/councils by assessing communities 
of faith/pastoral charges;   

• (3)  share assessments equitably across the whole church;   

• (4)  permit Conferences/presbyteries/regional councils to use additional resources for 
regional purposes; and   

• (5)  encourage sharing of all resources across the church.   

This remit would approve giving the General Council the power to assess pastoral charges to 
cover the costs of governance and support services for the denomination.  

Currently, presbyteries have the power to assess pastoral charges to cover their expenses. 
Conferences also have the power to assess, and their funding comes from the assessments as 
well as grants from the General Council. These grants are funded through Mission & Service as 
well as from other donations. The General Council does NOT currently have the power to assess, 
so its costs are covered by Mission & Service, donations, investment revenues from funds held 
in reserve, and donations.  

This remit proposes a single assessment model to fund the General Council (or Denominational 
Council, if Remit 1 passes) and regional levels of the church that will be both more equitable 
and transparent. If approved, it would mean that governance and associated support services 
at all levels of the church, beyond the local pastoral charges, would be funded through 
assessments.  

For the rationale behind the original proposal adopted by the 42nd General Council 2015, see 
Backgrounder #10: Finances (www.gc42.ca/comprehensive-review-report).  

Why a New Funding Model? 

 The General Council or Denominational Office would spend only what it receives. 



 The amount of revenue received would determine the amount of staff at each level. 
 The General Council would fund governance and associated services by annually 

assessing pastoral charges/communities of faith on behalf of the whole church. 
 Funding the work of the church by assessment will mean that all pastoral charges will 

bear their fair share of broader church costs. 
 There are presently over 30 different assessment formulas across the church. This would 

bring uniformity. 
 Presently, the work of The United Church of Canada across the country and around the 

world is funded by Mission & Service. Most of this funding comes through voluntary 
gifts. Switching to an assessment formula will make a clear distinction between funds 
used for governance and those used for mission. In the new model gifts to M&S will only 
be used for mission and ministry expenditures. 

 Our Pastoral Charge would likely see an increase in the assessment we are presently 
paying with this new model. 

 


