
REMIT CORNER # 7 
REMIT 2- ELIMINATION OF TRANSFER & SETTLEMENT 

 
This is the question to be voted on:  

Does the presbytery/pastoral charge agree that  

• (a)  the processes of transfer and settlement for members of the order of ministry within the 
United Church be eliminated, including the elimination of the General Council Transfer 
Committee; and that   

• (b)  the Basis of Union be amended to reflect this change?   

“Transfer” is the process of moving members of the order of ministry from one Conference to 
another for the purpose of settlement, or call and settlement. The transfer of membership 
between Conferences is completed by the General Council Transfer Committee.  

“Settlement” is the process of matching members of the order of ministry with United Church 
pastoral charges that request settlement. Settlement also means ratifying calls made by 
pastoral charges and presbyteries. The settlement of members of the order of ministry is done 
by the Conference Settlement Committee.  

“Member of the order of ministry” is a diaconal or ordained minister of The United Church of 
Canada. Only members of the order of ministry are eligible for call and settlement. The more 
familiar term “ministry personnel” refers to members of the order of ministry, designated lay 
ministers, candidates serving under appointment, diaconal supply, and ordained supply. 
“Ministry personnel” is not used in this remit because designated lay ministers, candidates, 
diaconal supply, and ordained supply are not eligible for settlement.  

Currently, the Conference Settlement Committee can place any member of the order of 
ministry who does not have a call in any pastoral charge that is vacant as of the 30th of June. 
However, this policy is rarely used.  

Transfer and settlement is currently optional for candidates being ordained or commissioned. 

The 42nd General Council approved the elimination of the transfer and settlement process (see 
the CRTG Final Document: www.gc42.ca/comprehensive-review-report).  

Since the 40th General Council in 2009, transfer and settlement have been optional for 
candidates for ordination and commissioning (before then, transfer and settlement was 
required). Since transfer and settlement became an option, fewer and fewer candidates have 
chosen to be settled. In 2015 only one minister and no candidates chose transfer and 
settlement; all of the other candidates across the church chose to search for their own calls or 



appointments. Only two pastoral charges requested settlement in 2015.  

Currently, a member of the order of ministry already serving in the church can request a new 
placement through transfer and settlement.  

 
 


