
Many Voices                   Lakefield United Church       Easter 2018 

 
SUNDAY, MARCH 25 PALM SUNDAY Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 30  GOOD FRIDAY Church office closed 
 

10:00 a.m. Lakefield “Walk of the Cross”  
begins at Lakefield United Church 

11:00 a.m. Walk finishes at Lakefield Baptist Church with a service 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 1  EASTER SUNDAY  
11:00 a.m. Lakefield Easter Service   

 

MONDAY, APRIL 2     Church office closed. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 6 AND FRIDAY, MAY 4  MOVIE NIGHTS! 
 April 6 “Ruby Bridges”     May 4 “Million Dollar Baby” 

6:00 p.m. Potluck supper 
6:45 p.m. Discussion and Movie 

ALL WELCOME! 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 24    
TULIP TEA AND FASHION SHOW 
 

If you use offering envelopes, pay by cheque, or contribute by PAR 
(Pre-Authorized Remittance), your giving for the period January 1 
to March 18, 2018 for local expenses was:      
 

_______________________ 
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  FLOWERS FOR EASTER SUNDAY  
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday please bring them to the church (mornings) 
during Holy Week – remember that the church office is closed on Good Friday.  Please refrain from selecting 
lilies as their fragrance is overpowering to some people in our congregation.  Tulips, daffodils, hydrangea, etc. 
are wonderful choices!  If the flowers are to be a memorial, please let the church office know before Tuesday, 
March 27.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
MINISTER’S EASTER MESSAGE 
 

Dear Members and Friends,  

When winter gets a bit long – as it does at least by late winter, every winter, – I remind myself of something 
which sounds too good to be true. Like all good news, I may have forgotten where I heard it first; but I haven’t 
forgotten it. It’s this:  

At the start of every spring, you can tell yourself that of the next seven seasons, only one of them will 
be winter! 

I can hear you counting that on your fingers. But it is true. Blessedly obvious, but true. A bit of spring tonic. 

Since there is so much bad news in the world, we need some good news, even if it is just the most obvious 
kind. 

What we celebrate at Easter, is a cut above that. What we celebrate is not the news that is too good to be true, 
but rather, as Frederick Buechner said in a memorable phrase, ‘the news that is too good not to be true.’ 

We hear the story of Good Friday and the burdened cross, and of Easter morning and the empty tomb, and 
take them as central pieces of our faith. They are our story, woven into the fabric of our life. 

Yet we do well to regard them again, and see what they say about God’s eternal nature. Cross: Death. Empty 
tomb: Some new kind of life. Death, we say, is a part of life. But life beyond death can only be a part of God, 
who is beyond all things. Death is part of a natural cycle. Life beyond life is part of an eternal circle. How to get 
from one to the next? Take up your cross, and follow me, says Jesus. It sounds like a punishment, but it’s 
actually a plan. It is in the following that we find the way, and find ourselves, and lose ourselves, and let go 
ourselves, and find new life. But mainly, it’s just how God is. Too good not to be true. 

Easter comes early this year, and soon we will be in the season of Easter, then into May and Pentecost, and 
heading for summer again. As we go forward, especially in this time in which the search for your next full time 
minister will be progressing, may we all pray for the good of our churches; and may we all be encouraged and 
strengthened by the core of our faith, the promise of eternal life through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, ‘the 
author and finisher of our faith’, the bearer of the news that is ‘too good not to be true.’     

Rev. Jim Feairs, Retired Supply Minister 

 

 



FROM THE CHAIRS OF THE BOARD 

A Happy Easter season to all!  The Committees of the church are working well and settling in after their 
installation at February’s Annual Meeting.  There are many lovely people involved, and it is a pleasure to work 
with them. As many of you know, the Joint Needs Assessment Committee has completed its report, and the 
pastoral charge has declared a vacancy effective July 1st, 2018.  The members of the Joint Search Committee 
have been chosen, so as soon as Presbytery approves our request (early April), the Joint Search Committee 
will start its search in earnest.  Nancy and I extend our deepest gratitude to those who worked on the JNAC, 
and if you see them, please consider giving them a well-deserved pat on the back.  They have done a 
magnificent job with the report.  The members were:  Beth Comrie and Jack May from Young’s Point and Sue 
Bell-Gastle, Sue Hardill, Brenda Neill, Jim Pendergest, and Kate Ramsay from Lakefield.   Names of the 
recently inaugurated Joint Search Committee can be found in the JNAC/JSC report in this newsletter.   

A team of Coordinating committee members has been working on a new Rental Policy.  This came about as 
we felt our new website would be a good place to show that there is space for rent at the church…but we had 
no standardized set of conditions or rates to post.  We also wanted to make sure that the rates or policy didn’t 
exclude any Community outreach efforts. We are hoping the new policy will be available to present to the 
congregation in May. 

The Property Committee has its first large capital project in the detailed planning stages.  A new steel roof will 
cover the C.E. part of the building, with new trusses and a roofline to finally (we hope) eliminate the leaks the 
church has experienced for years.  This much-needed project is thanks to the money raised from the Capital 
Campaign. 

We hope this Easter is filled with hope, peace and brightness. 
Claudia Geldart and Nancy Pendergest 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE   
Your CE committee has the following members: 

Karen Carter, Brenda Neill, Janet Rhude and Glenda Newson (chair). 

We intend to study this committee’s mandate as outlined in the Lakefield United Church Constitution. This was 
written a while ago and we will see what is still relevant and what may need a bit of change. 

We know that Christian Education is much more than Sunday School.  

At present our Sunday School has just 2 classes; one for the really young ones and the other is mainly for 
students beyond grade four. The Junior Choir makes up the majority of the older class.  

Upcoming events include The Heifer Project which will culminate in a presentation of knowledge and a request 
for financial help. The kids enjoy this project and learn a lot about the lack of food and the poverty which exists 
around the world. Thank you to Tara Bullock for her leadership. 

Also in late May or early June, the Junior Choir will present another one of their wonderful musical programs. 
Brenda Neill, Shelley Merton and Maggie Crawford are hard at work. 

Vacation Bible School, which usually takes place in August at our church, is not happening this summer. The 
Lakefield Ministerial Association has decided to take a break for this year. In doing so, they can have a look at 
the needs of the community and people available to get involved. 

We wish you well this spring. 

Respectfully submitted by Glenda Newson 



Happy Easter Greetings from your WORSHIP COMMITTEE! 
  

We all look forward to Easter this year, hopefully accompanied by warm weather!!  This is our most important 
holiday of the Christian year, so we hope to see you at the special services lead by Rev Jim Feairs, and 
Music Director Vince Abrahamse. (Please note the service details on the front page.)  

With the JNAC report completion, and the Search Committee members in place, we look forward to having a 
new minister in the relatively near future.  Rev Feairs has assured us that will be with us until a minister is 
found--we have certainly enjoyed Jim’s ministry, and hope that our new minister will be as capable.  

Please enjoy worship over Easter and the fellowship of family and friends. 

Your Worship Committee 

Maggie Crawford, Heather Dummitt, Barb Hennessey, Nancy Pendergest, Wendy Scott, Linda Unrau (chair). 

 
U.C.W. NEWS! Happy Easter from UCW. 
Some of us will be attending the Bay of Quinte UCW Conference Annual General Meeeting on April 12. Our 
Camp Skit, written by Linda Unrau and Heather Dummitt will be presented. 
For our April 25 meeting, Linda Paris-Evans will be bringing her visiting dog, Teddy, and also talking to us 
about a good Lifestyle. 
Fashions are provided by Fashion Plus for our annual Fashion Show on May 24 at 2 pm. Tickets are available 
from the Office or any UCW woman for $15. 
All ladies of the church are invited to our summer lunch at Beechwood Resort on June 27. $20 to Jill Topping 
by June 12 please. 
 
JOINT NEEDS ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE (J.N.A.C.)    and JOINT SEARCH COMMITTEE (J.S.C.) 

After 26 formal meetings, working group sessions, many hours spent distributing, tabulating, and analyzing 
survey results as well as document creation and editing, your Joint Needs Assessment Committee  presented 
its Report and list of nominees to a Special Joint Official Board meeting on Feb. 27, 2018.  The JNAC Report 
and list of nominees for the new Joint Search Committee (JSC) were approved and as per The Manual and 
presented to a joint meeting of the Lakefield and Young’s Point congregations on Sun. March 18, 2018.  Again, 
the JNAC Report was approved and nominees for the JSC were presented. Required forms were then 
completed for submission to Shining Waters Presbytery. Once Presbytery approves the Report and sends it 
to the Bay of Quinte Conference a vacancy will be declared. Presbytery will call the first JSC meeting. The 
position for a new minister will be posted and the JNAC Report will be added to our Lakefield United Church 
website. 

The people nominated to the Joint Search Committee (JSC) are: 

Young’s Point U.C. representatives are: Penny Cross, Bob  Willoughby, Yasmin Zand 

Lakefield U.C. representatives are: Sue Bell-Gastle, Heather Dummitt, Barton Feilders, Mary Ferguson-Pare, 
Claudia Geldart, Lori Neill, Jim Pendergest, Kate Ramsay 

Shining Waters Presbytery representatives are: Rev. Janet Stobie, Anne Smith 

 
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
The committee again provided a PowerPoint presentation of the budget material at the AGM, a method that 
has proved successful in demonstrating the heart of the church’s financial affairs. The news was very positive 
because the church General Fund for 2017 ended in the BLACK. The first time since 2005! However, 2018 



like 2017 is another year of exceptions with lower expenditures due to a part time salary but we still have 
anticipated a shortfall of $24,529.00 in our income required to balance the 2018 budget. 
Our Mission and Service Fund giving for January and February totalled $2,653.50 (12.5% of the goal for year). 
The new Capital Fund balance at the end of February 2018 was $110.913.43 and the Memorial Fund balance 
was $14,737.58. 

The total cost of our energy saving lighting retro-fit, including new dimmer switches was $1,433.40 When a 
comparison was made to 2017 hydro billings since the retro-fit began a decrease in cost of $663.83 was shown 
in just 4 months. 

For those who give by offering envelope, cheque or Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR), the first page of this 
newsletter provides you with your to-date giving to local church expenses.  For those who may have had a 
slow start to their giving this winter a special Easter offering envelope is provided with this newsletter, which 
may be used to “catch up” or make a special gift. 

Our GO PURPLE PAR campaign continues to be successful and the number of people on PAR (Pre-authorized 
Remittance stands at 52. You too can help improve our cash flow through consistent giving. If you wish to join 
PAR or revise your PAR please call Carol at the Church Office. 

A very Happy Easter to all! Mary Ferguson-Pare, Lori Neill, Robin Kayser, Kathy Scott, Jim Pendergest, Carol 
Morrison (Church Treasurer) 
 

REMIT UPDATE 
The Boundaries Commission Final Report is available at: http://www.united-church.ca/news/final-report-
regional-council-boundaries  . The 16 regional councils detailed in this report will replace presbyteries and 
Conferences on January 1, 2019, if the 43rd General Council passes Remit 1: Three Councils Model in July.  
Lakefield-Young’s Point Pastoral Charge is in Shining Waters Presbytery in the Bay of Quinte Conference. On 
January 1, 2019 it will be in regional council 11. 

The Indigenous Church, at their request, will continue to engage in a distinct process to decide their 
relationships within the new church structure. More information will be shared when it is available. 

Remit 6 Voting Results.  Remit 6: One Order of Ministry was not approved by a majority of the 85 voting 
presbyteries and 2,137 voting pastoral charges of The United Church of Canada. The actual vote was: 
Presbyteries: Yes 26, No 50; Pastoral Charges: Yes 713, No 950. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOVIE NIGHTS! at Lakefield United Church 
 April 6 “Ruby Bridges”   May 4 “Million Dollar Baby” 
6:00 p.m.  Potluck supper 6:45 p.m.   Movie & Discussion  ALL WELCOME! 

 

http://www.united-church.ca/news/final-report-regional-council-boundaries
http://www.united-church.ca/news/final-report-regional-council-boundaries
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TULIP TEA & FASHION SHOW  

Fashions by Northern Reflections 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 25, 2017 2:00 p.m. 
 

Tickets  $15.00  Ticket price includes admission and tea and scones. 
- available from the church office and any member of the Lakefield 

United Church Women  

FUN AND GAMES NIGHT! 
Saturday, April 14 Potluck supper     6:00 pm 

   Activities begin at 7:00 pm 
An adult social evening - singles and couples welcome! 
There will be tables with board games, puzzles and card games 
accompanied with background music by Maggie Crawford. 
Coffee, tea and a conversation corner will also be available.  
Please let Dick Crawford know if you plan to attend – speak to him 
after church any Sunday or call 705 761 9293 (email 
dick@crawfordbuilding.com ) 
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