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Greeting 
The Lord God 
Almighty calls to you! 
God, the source of all 
good things, is 
waiting, and so  
we pause in your 
presence and hold our 

day before you. Still us, calm us, guide us as 
we enter worship this day. 
 
Call to Worship 
Our God is gracious and merciful holy and 
awesome is his name. 
The universe reveals God’s amazing 
creativity, power and majesty. We are part 
of that amazing reality, we are made in 
God’s image and invited to be co-creators. 
Let us draw near to our God 
and offer this time of worship with our 
whole hearts and minds. 
 
Hymn MV 144 Like a Healing Stream 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_o2KiB9DEQk 
 
Prayer  
Mighty God, 
make us bold to embrace your wisdom and 
open to being shaped by its way. Speak to 
us, that we might enact your word and 
transform our world in amazing ways to 
conform to your way of compassion, love, 
and justice.  
 
In a world filled with abusive authority 
figures, corrupt governments, greed, and 
violence, we long for the kingdom of heaven 
to break through and bring justice, unity and 
peace. 
 

In a world overwhelmed with the chaos of 
dealing with the Covid-19 virus, and where 
millions of people are struggling to flee and 
find safe places to live we long for the 
kingdom of heaven to break through and 
bring healing, safety and space for all. 
 
In a world created for harmony, beauty and 
diversity, we long for the kingdom of 
heaven to break through and make this 
vision of the world a reality. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Un-stop our ears, O God, that we may hear 
your Word proclaimed this day. Open our 
minds and hearts to be changed. Free us 
from the unclean spirits of worry, fear, 
destruction, and pride. Teach us, Lord, that 
we may follow you more faithfully. 
   adapted from Amy Loving 
 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Moses promises that God will raise up a 
prophet for Israel like him, but warns that 
the people will be held accountable for 
whether they listen to that prophet. 
 
Psalm 111 
A song in praise of God’s deeds, God’s care 
and provision for God’s people, and 
celebrating how God brings wisdom. 
 
Reflection   
Psalm 111 is the first of several Hallel 
Psalms, so named because they begin with 
the Hebrew words, Hallel (praise) 
and Yah (a shortened version of 
Yahweh). Throughout the Book of Psalms 
God’s people are called to praise God and 
remember the covenant between God and 
humanity. But there are times in life when 
the Hallel’s get stuck in your throat and you 
can’t even call God’s name. Kind of like in 
the midst of a pandemic, or when your heart 



breaks, your partner dies, or the doctor gives 
a diagnosis. There are times when it is so 
hard to praise God. And it is in these times, 
times of despair and fear, times of 
hopelessness and fatigue times of confusion 
and frustration that we need more than ever 
to praise God. One sure fire way to do that is 
to turn our attention from here and now and 
remember the story of God’s people, the 
way Psalm 111 does. 
 
In form, Psalm 111 is an acrostic poem 
organized by the letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet. Each half line begins with 
successive letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet. According to Brueggemann, Psalm 
111 is one of those Psalms of “Orientation” 
in which the Psalmist is sure that everything 
is all right in the world. “The world is ruled 
by God with moral symmetry. That 
symmetry in the world is reflected in the 
disciplined acrostic structure of Psalm 111.” 
In my research this week, I came across a 
commentary by the scholar Shauna Hannan 
that I found both entertaining and 
persuasive. She argues that Psalm 111 is one 
of the best Psalms to use if you were trying 
to introduce God to somebody new. She 
even wrote the created a professional resume 
for God:   

Name: God  

Current Position: God, also known as 
Creator, Lord, Companion, Disturber, 
Mother Hen... 

Accomplishments: Providing food. Making 
and keeping covenants. Rehearsing the 
legacy of the nations, helping them tell the 
story of their past and looking towards their 
future. Crafting justice. Redeeming people. 
Practicing grace and offering mercy. 
Developing a relationship with humanity 
that will last forever.   

Usually those with such a combination of 
attributes and accomplishments remain at 
arm’s length from the masses. But not God; 
God connects with God’s people and 
encourages a profound intimacy with those 
who perform his precepts with faithfulness 
and uprightness (vs. 8). Those who practice 
fear (awe) of the Lord will have a good 
understanding; they will be wise (vs. 10). 

The Psalmist has felt and attested to this 
intimacy by giving thanks to the Lord with 
his “whole heart” (vs. 1). He puts his whole 
self on the line in the midst of the 
congregation for this one. 

Wouldn’t it be something then if God were 
able to introduce us as those who have given 
our whole selves to giving thanks to God 
(vs. 1); those who have performed God’s 
precepts with faithfulness and uprightness 
(vs. 8); and those who have a good 
understanding/wisdom because we have 
practiced fear (awe) of the Lord (10)! Now 
that would be whole-hearted faith! 

This is not the first nor the only passage to 
encourage us to love God with our whole 
hearts. Deuteronomy 6:5 says “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your 
might.” and 1 Samuel 12:24 says “Only fear 
the Lord and serve Him in truth with all 
your heart; for consider what great things He 
has done for you.” and Matthew 22:37 reads 
“And He said to him, “‘You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.” 
 
So just what does it mean to live our faith 
whole heartedly? Brene Brown, noted 
research professor and storyteller, reminds 
us that “Wholeheartedness is hard. But not 
fully living our lives is much harder. And 
much more dangerous.” And while she 



speaks of our lives in general or in a secular 
and psychological way, the same might be 
said for living our faith wholeheartedly. 
When we say someone did something 
wholeheartedly, we usually imply a great 
deal of effort, passion, and enthusiasm. The 
Oxford online language dictionary suggests 
that to be wholehearted is to show or 
characterize complete sincerity and 
commitment. It’s how God relates to us. It’s 
what God hopes for us as well.  
 
We might say that living our faith 
wholeheartedly means doing our utmost to 
follow the 10 best ways (Exodus 20:1-17). 
We might say living our faith 
wholeheartedly means following the greatest 
commandment: (Matthew 22: 36-40) You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself. We 
might say living your faith whole-heartedly 
might mean living out acts of justice, 
speaking truth to power, feeding the hungry 
and freeing the oppressed. And I think all of 
these are indeed ways to live out 
wholehearted faith. But I think it begins 
somewhere else. Somewhere both far easier 
and more complicated.  
 
If we want to live wholeheartedly, I think 
we need to receive wholeheartedly, open our 
hearts, wholeheartedly, engage with the 
sacred whole heartedly. It is only when we 
recognize that our hearts and minds and 
souls have been absorbed by the immense 
love of God, only when we truly know there 
is nothing that we can ever do separate us 
from the love of God, only then, will we 
begin to imagine how we might live 
wholeheartedly. It’s a little dauting to 
imagine ourselves fully known, inside and 

out - our best and ugliest bits and bobs. It’s 
even harder to imagine that God can love us 
wholeheartedly regardless. Not despite the 
ugly bits. Not accepting of the ugly bits. Not 
ignoring the ugly bits. Fully loved, 
unabashedly welcomed, empowered, 
beloved - just as we are. And there just 
might be one more step required. Not only 
does wholeheartedly living our faith require 
us to bare ourselves before the divine and 
know that we will be loved, fully accepted, 
but we must also bare ourselves to our own 
inner beings, our own souls and critics, free 
ourselves from our own judgement and 
barriers to wholehearted faith. 
 
Look for the people and places in the world 
to give you a glimpse of how to live 
wholeheartedly. Remind yourself of the 
story of God and God’s people – read the 
Psalms to help with this task. Surround 
yourself with people and affirmations of 
how you are already loved wholeheartedly. 
And if that is difficult, look to your dog. If 
you want a sure-fire example of 
wholehearted love and acceptance, there can 
be no better image than the welcome you 
receive when you return home from your 
four-legged fur friends. And the best part, 
you don’t even have to have gone anywhere 
or been gone long. Step outside for a minute 
and come back in. That joy, that full bodied 
welcome and adoration, will give you a 
glimpse of the awesome breadth and width 
and depth of God’s wholehearted love for 
you. Mau it be so. 
 
Hymn 326 O for a Thousand Tongues 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4O9kw3cILpg 
 
Remembering the Offering  
Thank you, God, for this high and holy 
moment in worship and in life when we 
have something to give that serves your 



justice and love in the world. Take our 
bread, our witness, our lives to benefit all 
your human family. May your glory be 
known among us and in all the world. 
 
Prayer  
With our whole hearts, we praise you, Lord. 
We lift up our alleluias as people who gather 
to sing and proclaim, as people who gather 
to confess and to remember your redeeming 
work, as people who gather read and tell of 
your mighty works, of your faithfulness and 
of your grace. 
All glory belongs to you, God. 
You are gracious and compassionate. 
You provide for us all that we need, 
remembering your promise to hear when we 
call, to answer when we knock, and to reveal 
yourself when we seek you. You have 
revealed your power to us in so many ways: 
you heal the sick, you calm the frightened, 
you bring peace to the grieving, you change 
the course of our lives. We ask that you 
reveal you power again today for those on 
our hearts and minds…. 
 
We lift these names to you. To you they are 
much more than names- 
They are your precious children. They are 
parents, sisters, brothers, children, bosses, 
employees, aunts, uncles… 
they are yours. You know every detail of 
their lives, far better than we do. You know 
their needs. We can trust you with our 
prayers, not only because we know you have 
the power to answer, but because we have 
seen that you are faithful and just. The 
promises we claim today are the same as 
those your people have claimed across the 
generations 
 
Fill us with your compassion for those in 
need of shelter, of a friend, or of an advocate 
Send us to the brokenhearted, the discarded 

and those who are hungry for the 
transformation only you can bring. 
While our hearts cry “Come Lord Jesus,” 
let our hands reveal your presence in the 
world we inhabit. We ask these things in the 
name of Jesus, who taught us to pray saying 
… 
  adapted from Laura Viau 
  
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn VU 223 Eternal Unchanging 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNPVmPC0aQ0 
 
Benediction  
Pay attention! 
Listen for a prophet’s voice, to light and 
direct your path. 
Speak out! 
Be the voice that others need to hear, be 
light to direct their path. 
And know that as you do, the God of Light 
and Life and Love will be with you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


