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Greeting 

I greet you this day in the name of the 

Threefold Love: 

Love that Created us, 

Love that Walked with us, 

Love that abides with us. 

 

We Light the Candle 
 

Circle of love, 

Open our hearts 

Circle of wisdom,  

Enlighten our minds. 

Circle of trust, 

Protect our paths. 

Circle of healing,  

Grant us new life. 

Circle of light, 

Enfold us. 
 

Call to Worship 

Happy are those who follow the ways of the 

Lord. 

God’s ways are just and merciful. 

Those who follow God’s ways are 

continually nourished in faith. 

In all that they do, they prosper. 

Come, let us open our hearts to God’s 

compassionate love. 

Let us celebrate God’s mercy and justice. 

Amen. 

  Based on Psalm 1 - Nancy C. Townley 

 

Hymn VU 574 Come Let Us Sing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M7PlkktF2QQ 

 

Prayer 

Bless to us the sky that is above us,  

Bless to us the ground that is beneath us, 

Bless to us the friends--furry, feathered, or 

fronded--who are around us,  

Bless to us the love of the Three Deep 

within us and encircling us and the greater 

community of life.  

Amen. 

 

Prayer of Illumination  

Like bread that feeds us, 

wine that quenches our thirst, 

Like fire that warms us, 

a blanket that wraps around us, 

Like the nurture of a mother, 

the attention of a lover, 

Your Word whispers into our souls, 

nourishing, 

strengthening, 

empowering. 

We praise you, Jesus, 

Word of God, 

Bread of Life, 

for your kindness to us; 

And for the words you give us 

to speak, 

to live, 

which fill the world with kindness, 

and life.  

Open our hearts to you word now. 

Amen. 
 John van der Laar, Sacredise 

 

Acts 1:15-26 

Mathias is chosen as an apostle. 

 

Hymn MV 161 I Have Called You 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyjG4wFWZ4U 

 

John 17:6-19 

“May my joy be made complete in them.” 

 

Reflection   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M7PlkktF2QQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyjG4wFWZ4U


I thought about preaching this week from 

the Book of Acts. It’s an interesting way to 

choose your leadership! In the end, it was 

the gospel passage that captured my interest. 

Again this week, we read from the Gospel of 

John. And again, we hear some of the last 

words that Jesus offers to his followers. This 

time, we hear his prayer. It is as if Jesus is 

wrapping up his ministry by telling God 

what happened and what will be needed as 

the disciples move forward. That’s a pretty 

amazing gift. Isn’t it? The evening before 

his crucifixion, and while anticipating an 

immediate future that will include betrayal, 

trial, condemnation, beating, and execution, 

Jesus stops everything and prays for those 

he loves. My friends, prayer is love. Taking 

the time to name the hopes, joys, concerns, 

fears, and thanksgiving of someone you 

know—or even don’t know!—and bringing 

all of that into the presence of God through 

prayer is an act of love. It expresses your 

care, your concern, and your compassion for 

the one(s) for whom you are praying. And it 

expresses your trust that they are important 

to God. 

As he offers his prayer, Jesus tightens the 

weave of himself, God and people, creating 

a tapestry of interrelatedness that 

encompasses us. As is typical for the Gospel 

of John, the wording spirals around, 

seemingly repeating itself, yet always 

drawing us to some new perspective. It is 

like fabric, intricately woven, whose threads 

wind and overlap until we begin to see the 

pattern and recognize its beauty and design. 

Woven with repeating words and themes, 

this prayer names connection, warp and weft 

interlacing, to become one. What connects 

the disciples to God, is the gift of God in 

Jesus. The gift of God entwines us, like 

three ply yarn coiling around and binding to 

each other, forming a pattern that affirms 

and enacts the gift in each participant: God, 

Jesus, and us. It’s a coiling that allows each 

part to remain unique and distinct and an 

encircling that unites and bonds one to the 

other. It’s a great image – an encircling of 

love and relationship. 

You may have noticed a distinctly Celtic 

feel to the prayers this week. They were 

chosen to reflect this idea of interrelation, of 

connection. In particular, they were 

informed by the ancient Celtic tradition of 

an encircling prayer called a “Caim.” The 

word ‘caim’ originates from an old Gaelic 

word meaning: “protecting”, “encircling”, or 

“circle” and has been passed down from the 

ancient Celtic Church. My favourite 

definition is “sanctuary”; a caim is an 

invisible circle of protection, drawn around 

the body with the hand, that reminds you 

that you are safe and loved, even in the 

darkest times. Caim Prayers are simple 

prayers of faith and are often called 

‘encircling prayers. The circle symbolises 

the encircling love and presence of God- 

surrounding you, protecting you, caring for 

you. Celtic Christians were very symbolic in 

their faith and their caim prayer would often 

include physical actions… 

• They might stand and draw an 

imaginary circle around them in the air 

as they revolve clockwise once and then 

recite a Caim prayer, or….. 

• They might draw a circle on the floor 

with a stick and recite a Caim prayer (a 

variation would be to step into a circle 

of small white stones and at the end of 

the prayer you might take one of the 

stones in remembrance of the prayer 

and God's faithfulness.  

• A person might enter into a 'circle' of 

friends, linked together by their 

arms/hands, and recite a Caim prayer.  



Offering a caim prayer is a beautiful 

spiritual practice that can be done physically 

or in your imagination. This encircling 

prayer is grounded in our awareness of the 

constant companionship and protection of 

the divine. It reminds us that God is in this 

place. Often, as they embarked on journeys 

or felt at risk, Celtic pilgrims would inscribe 

a circle around themselves as a reminder of 

God’s ever-present companionship and 

protection. 

The power of a spiritual tradition often finds 

its most lively expression when we embody 

it from our deepest spirit and in the language 

of our own hearts. I hope you will try it this 

week. 

This prayer of Jesus feels a bit like a caim 

prayer, one last encircling of the disciples in 

the love of God as both a blessing and a 

reminder. Jesus encircled his disciples with 

love and prayer. We are the inheritors of that 

encircling. And, we are called to encircle 

others. What a wonderful message for us 

these days – that we are woven together with 

God and Jesus, that God is always wherever 

we are. We are not promised that it will be 

easy. This prayer is not one that will 

magically make all trouble disappear. It’s a 

prayer that recognizes there was, is, and 

always will be challenges in the world, in 

us! We don’t get any sense that we’ll be 

taken out of this world, or that all our 

problems will suddenly vanish, or that being 

a faithful Christian will be easy. But in light 

of that, what do we want Jesus to know, 

what do we need, what do we want Jesus to 

pray for? It’s an interesting question, I think. 

What do you want — what do we want — 

Jesus to know about and pray for? Maybe 

you want to write that down. Just one word 

about what you want Jesus to pray for in 

your life. Maybe carry it with you this week. 

Look in on it every once in a while and see 

what happens. And then, encircle yourself in 

prayer. Encircle yourself in love. Encircle 

others in love. 

Holy One, guard us as we pursue this life 

That you conferred as a gift through Jesus Christ, 

Make of us one heart and mind. 

Circle us Lord, 

Keep love within, keep hatred out. 

Keep joy within, keep fear out. 

Keep peace within, keep worry out. 

Keep light within, keep darkness out. 

May you stand in the circle with us, today and 

always. 

Amen. 
With resources from: 

Bruce Epperly 

https://www.godstonebc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2015/07/PRAYER-Caim-Prayer.pdf 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-

common-lectionary/seventh-sunday-of-easter-2/commentary-

on-john-176-19-5 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/livingaholyadventure/2018/05

/the-adventurous-lectionary-the-seventh-sunday-of-easter-

may-13-2018/ 

http://www.davidlose.net/2018/05/easter-7-b-pray-is-love/ 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/dear-working-

preacher/the-other-lords-prayer 

 

Pastoral Prayer  

Circle of love 

Encompass your people your world. 

May your love well up within us all. 

May your passion enlighten us. 

 

Circle of healing 

Encompass those with disease in mind, body 

spirit. 

May your healing touch rest upon them. 

 

Circle of protection 

Encompass the fearful, the threatened, the 

cautious. Guard hearts and minds and 

bodies. 

Surround them with your eternal safety. 

Protect them from all temptations and ills. 

Give them courage and strength 

To live always from Your safe and powerful 

center. 

 

https://www.godstonebc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/PRAYER-Caim-Prayer.pdf
https://www.godstonebc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/PRAYER-Caim-Prayer.pdf
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/seventh-sunday-of-easter-2/commentary-on-john-176-19-5
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/seventh-sunday-of-easter-2/commentary-on-john-176-19-5
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/seventh-sunday-of-easter-2/commentary-on-john-176-19-5
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/livingaholyadventure/2018/05/the-adventurous-lectionary-the-seventh-sunday-of-easter-may-13-2018/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/livingaholyadventure/2018/05/the-adventurous-lectionary-the-seventh-sunday-of-easter-may-13-2018/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/livingaholyadventure/2018/05/the-adventurous-lectionary-the-seventh-sunday-of-easter-may-13-2018/
http://www.davidlose.net/2018/05/easter-7-b-pray-is-love/
https://www.workingpreacher.org/dear-working-preacher/the-other-lords-prayer
https://www.workingpreacher.org/dear-working-preacher/the-other-lords-prayer


In the quietness, we encircle those we love 

and care for, those people and places in the 

world on our hearts and in the headlines, and 

your beautiful creation, naming them in 

them quietness of our hearts or breathe them 

into the spaces we are in . . . 

 

Silence is kept… (Feel free to draw a circle 

in the air, or get up and walk a circle.) 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Remembering the Offering 

Generous, gracious, Creator God, we thank 

you for bursting into our lives and drawing 

us together on this journey of hope and 

promise. 

 

In your Wisdom you have challenged us to 

work with you in creative, responsible ways 

to nurture life. Your extravagant 

Love makes it all possible. 

 

We thank you for the gift of the joy and 

community we have discovered in this 

community of faith. We praise and stand in 

awe of your magnificent glory in creation 

and for the interconnectedness of the whole 

universe – from molten rocks to butterfly 

wings, from dinosaurs to birds, from baby 

cries to symphonies, from the first 

explosion of gases to the air we breathe. 

 

Together we pray that these gifts, 

transformed by your love, will offer never-

ending streams of grace. The yearning in our 

hearts has grown and been strengthened by 

the continuous, abundant, outpouring of 

your love. Help our yearning, our longing, 

our living to change the lives of others, to 

heal creation, and to remind us of your 

encircling love. Amen. 

 

Hymn VU 642 Be Thou My Vision 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8CaxiK-VJxw 

Extinguish the Candle 

May the blessing of light be on you - light 

without and light within. 

May the blessed sunlight shine on you like a 

great peat fire, so that stranger and friend 

may come and warm himself at it. 

And may light shine out of the two eyes of 

you, like a candle set in the window of a 

house, bidding the wanderer come in out of 

the storm. Carry the light, wherever you are. 
Scottish Blessing, adapted. 

 

Benediction 

Christ be with you, Christ within you, Christ 

behind you, 

Christ before you, Christ beside you, Christ 

to win you,  

Christ to comfort you and restore you, Christ 

beneath you,  

Christ above you, Christ in the hearts of all 

that love you, 

Christ in the mouth of friend and stranger. 
 
Celtic Prayers: Traditional and by Bruce Epperly 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8CaxiK-VJxw

