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Greeting 

Gather in dear ones. 

Here we open our 

hearts to each other. 

Here we open our 

hearts to all that is 

sacred. Here, we meet 

the holy, and we are blessed. As we prepare to 

worship together while apart, take three slow, deep 

breaths, and allow your space to become worship 

space for this time. (a time of silence) 

adapted from Susan Lukey, High River U.C Alta. 

 

We Light the Candle 
The tradition of lighting candles goes back to 

ancient times. It has long been the practice within 

Jewish households for the mother to light the 

Sabbath candles to mark the beginning of the 

Shabbat on Friday at sunset and to draw the light to 

her eyes, the pathway to her soul. So too, we light 

candles in the Christian church to remind us of the 

one who said, “I am the light of the world!” As we 

gather today, we celebrate those who have shared 

the Light of the world with us. 

 

Call to Worship 

Gather in, dear ones, 

wherever you are this morning,  

despite whatever doors are locked to keep 

you in or out, we have found a way to be 

together.  

 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world,  

and as God’s people we make a sacred 

commitment to open our hearts and minds  

to what word the Spirit might offer, and to 

what nudging, what questions, what grace 

might be given in this time. Open your 

hearts and minds in this time of worship. 

 

Hymn VU 226  For the Beauty  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlBkpAm3fhw 

 

Prayer 

We thank You, God, 

for a love so strong,  

 

That You would fashion a universe 

place within it a world, 

and give life to creatures 

so that You could have someone to love. 

 

That You would confront the worst that 

people can do and conquer without drawing 

any blood but Your own. 

 

That You would breathe Your Spirit into 

what You made, 

allowing human hands to share 

in building your life and purpose in the 

world. 

 

That You would live in that which You 

created, 

and inspire love for You in our hearts, 

so that when we take the time to look 

we would find you in each other 

and share the love we have found in You. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of Illumination  

Holy God, Word made flesh, let us come to 

this word open to being surprised. Silence 

our agendas; banish our assumptions; cast 

out our casual detachment. Confound our 

expectations; clear the cobwebs from our 

ears; penetrate the corners of our hearts with 

this word. We know that you can, we pray 

that you will, and we wait with great 

anticipation. Amen.  

 

Psalm 98 

Sing to God a new song. 

 

John 15:9-17 

Love one another as I have loved you. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlBkpAm3fhw


Reflection   

We continue reading this week from the 

Gospel of John. Today’s passage follows 

directly after last week, continuing the 

farewell discourse—the last words Jesus 

speaks to his disciples in the Gospel of John 

before his arrest— and the imagery of vines, 

connection, relationships, love and bearing 

fruit all echo through this week’s reading. 

This context, these last moments together, is 

critical. Imagine you know the time of your 

own death. Imagine you have the 

opportunity to gather the ones closest to you 

around you. Imagine you have the 

opportunity, the time and the clarity to speak 

the words you most want them to hear 

before you are gone. This is the context of 

this passage. These words, are the last thing 

Jesus wants them to hear. Words of abiding. 

Words of friendship. Words of joy. Words 

of love. Words with such power that the 

Gospel writer remembers them 70 or so 

years later and offers them to his own 

community. We remember that John writes 

to a community feeling the breakdown of 

God’s love and promises sixty or seventy 

years after the death of Jesus. John writes to 

a community feeling isolated, abandoned, 

turning away from the promises of Jesus. 

His community is broken, the people have 

returned to the easier gods of the empire, 

there is already persecution of the new 

Christians as well as the Jews. It was not 

only the Temple that was destroyed, but the 

systematic extermination of the Jews in 

Jerusalem and parts of North Africa. By 

extension the new Christian communities 

still identified with the Jews also fell victim 

to the Roman extermination campaign. And 

so, John writes. Words of abiding. Words of 

friendship. Words of joy. Words of love. 

Words of such power that they echo through 

the chasms of time right into our own hearts 

– comforting and challenging us anew. 

 

I have loved you even as the Father has 

loved me. Live within my love. When you 

obey me you are living in my love, just as I 

obey my Father and live in his love. I have 

told you this so that you will be filled with 

my joy. Yes, your cup of joy will 

overflow! I demand that you love each other 

as much as I love you. And here is how to 

measure it—the greatest love is shown when 

a person lays down his life for his 

friends; and you are my friends if you obey 

me. I no longer call you slaves, for a master 

doesn’t confide in his slaves; now you are 

my friends, proved by the fact that I have 

told you everything the Father told me. 

“You didn’t choose me! I chose you! I 

appointed you to go and produce lovely fruit 

always, so that no matter what you ask for 

from the Father, using my name, he will 

give it to you. I demand that you love each 

other. (Living Bible) 

 

I demand that you love each other. It’s a bit 

shocking. That demand and a bit 

overwhelming as well. But it becomes a bit 

easier if we remember how Jesus loved 

them: 

 

Jesus loved them for who they were – 

fishermen, tax collectors, women, children. 

Their station in life meant nothing unless it 

was a means of loving more.  

 

Jesus loved them without judgement. They 

messed up. Many times. Didn’t get what he 

was saying, fought amongst themselves, 

betrayed him, and still, he loved them. 

Encouraged them. Challenged them. 

Appointed them. Sent them. He loved them 

just as they were. 

 

He loved them enough to try and change our 

hearts. To help them see in a new way. 



 

He believed in them. 

 

He invested in them. 

 

“Love one another as I have loved you.” 

As I have loved you: radical love. And that’s 

what Jesus asks of us. If we try and do it on 

our own, we are likely to fail. We cannot 

possibly accomplish this on our own best 

efforts. The source of the disciples’ love for 

one another is the love Jesus had for them. 

Often we interpret this phrase to mean that 

Jesus’ love is the example or model for our 

love; he calls us to the kind of radical love 

he shows. That’s true, but not nearly 

enough. Jesus’ love is also the fount of our 

love, the ever-flowing spring of the love that 

flows through the disciples. Loving one 

another is not meant to be a task, but a way 

of life. Loving one another is a natural 

outworking of being loved. If you want to 

obey this commandment, maybe you need to 

first think about how Jesus has loved you. 

What does that love look like? 

Patrick Johnston says: “As the text says, he 

laid down his life for you. But what has that 

meant to you? What grace has Christ 

offered you? What mercy have you 

received? What help has God provided at a 

point of need? What renewal? We might 

even dare to change John’s verb. What if we 

read this line in the present tense, “Love one 

another as I am loving you.” When we are in 

touch with — when we abide— in the love 

of the living Christ for us and for all people, 

then love for one another flows as naturally 

as water from a fountain. It’s like a tree that 

bears fruit. The tree doesn’t try to bear fruit; 

it just does, because that is what a healthy 

tree does!” 

I’ll end today with these. words from  John 

van der Laar: 

 

Your love, O God, 

is an active love: 

engaged, 

involved, 

immersed. 

  

Your love, O God, 

is seen in what you do, not just in what you 

say: 

in the blessing of children, 

in the meals with outcasts, 

in the touching of the untouchable, 

in your presence, 

and your self-giving, 

in your opening of the way to life 

to all who will come; 

  

And your love, O God, 

is expressed through people like us: 

as we share our wealth in simplicity and 

generosity; 

as we share wholeness in care and healing 

of the sick and broken; 

as we share hospitality by being truly 

present 

to the lonely, the imprisoned and the 

marginalised; 

as we share peace in kindness, listening and 

acceptance 

with those who challenge us, confront us 

and threaten us. 

  

As you have loved us in incarnate action, O 

God, 

may we learn to be little incarnations 

through whom your love is expressed and 

experienced 

in action. 

John van der Laar 

 
With resources from: 

https://patrickwtjohnson.com/2015/05/06/as-i-have-loved-you-

john-159-17/ 

www.sacredise.com 

 

 

https://patrickwtjohnson.com/2015/05/06/as-i-have-loved-you-john-159-17/
https://patrickwtjohnson.com/2015/05/06/as-i-have-loved-you-john-159-17/
http://www.sacredise.com/


Hymn VU 333 VU Love Dive 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9eb6xfRzjhg 

 

Pastoral Prayer  

Today, many will celebrate Mother’s Day. 

Today, many will be challenged by 

Mother’s Day. While we want to celebrate 

and give thanks for the love of mothers, The 

United Church seeks to be more inclusive 

and so encourages congregations to 

celebrate Christian Family Sunday. On 

Christian Family Sunday, we celebrate 

relationships that enrich and challenge us to 

live our faith. This Sunday we can celebrate 

Christian Family Sunday and celebrate the 

ways of mothering which have nurtured, 

empowered and challenged us. In our 

prayers today we remember the great 

diversity of families and the blessings and 

challenges they faced as we look at families 

from scripture: 

 

We remember Sarai 

who was taunted by others in the household 

because of her inability to have children. 

All-encompassing God, we pray for those 

who feel excluded when we emphasis one 

kind of family as normal. 

 

We remember Esther, 

who was adopted and raised by her cousin. 

God who embraces us all, we pray for those 

who cannot be raised by their parents, 

for a short time or permanently. 

 

We remember Jochebed, the mother of 

Moses, 

who placed him into a raft on the river. 

Saving God, we pray for parents who 

struggle to raise their children in oppressive 

circumstances. 

 

We remember Hannah, 

who loved her child so much she handed 

him over to another to raise. Loving God, 

we pray for parents who have placed their 

child in another family. 

 

We remember Naomi, 

who grieved the death of her sons. 

God, who grieves with us, we pray for 

parents who mourn the death of a child. 

 

We remember Ruth, 

who gave up her family to be family to 

another. 

Inclusive God, 

we pray for those who choose to be family 

to those isolated by culture or language or 

distance. 

We remember Elizabeth, 

who had a child in old age and we remember 

Mary, who had a child as a teenager. 

Ageless God, 

we pray that as a community we accept 

people of varying life stages and 

responsibilities and relationships. 

 

We remember Rachel, 

crying for her children. 

God of justice and hope, we pray for those 

whose children are killed, and look to a time 

when children can live safely in their 

communities. 

 

We remember Lois and Eunice, 

who taught Timothy faith by example. 

Faithful God, we pray for those who teach 

us faith by their lives, may we remember 

that we also teach about you in the way we 

live. 

 

We remember other people not named in the 

Scriptures, 

like the mother of the prodigal son. 

Companion God, we pray for those who 

wait for a phone call or a visit, cut off from 

family and friends by distance and 

disagreement. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9eb6xfRzjhg


 

We remember our church family. 

Nurturing God, we give thanks for those 

who enrich our lives by their presence who 

teach us about your abundant love who 

encourage us to journey in faith. 

 

God, send your Spirit of reconciling, 

comfort, abiding, and healing to those we 

know and love most in need of your 

promises of new life. 

 
adapted from Rev Patty Lawrence. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Remembering the Offering 

God has blessed our lives with 

relationships—joy inspiring and 

challenging. In response to God’s blessings 

in our lives, we share our offerings so they 

might restore relationships, create 

relationships, enable relationships.  

 

They seem so little and the world is so big 

and so overwhelming right now, 

yet we offer these gifts to you, O God. 

Take what we offer and bless it 

for your mission of love. 

In a world of conflict and pandemic, 

may these gifts, and we ourselves, 

become agents of change and 

transformation, in Jesus’ name of self-giving 

love. Amen. 
Gord Dunbar, Kincardine P.C., Kincardine, Ont. 

 

Hymn VU 126 Are You a Shepherd.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNJrx5EN0J0 

 

Benediction 

Go into your week, 

knowing that you are embraced by the love 

of God; 

a love that is sweeter and more tender 

than any you have ever known. 

A love to which we respond by sharing it . . . 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNJrx5EN0J0

