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UCC Celebrating 96 years! 

Greeting 

O Lord, open Thou our lips 

and our mouths shall show forth Thy praise. 
 (Psalm 100 from the inaugural service of the UCC) 

God calls us. 

God calls us into praise. 

God calls us, human beings, and God calls 

the stars and trees, the waters, the very 

stones themselves; 

God calls every magical beast, moose and 

mouse alike into praise. 

God calls us into the interconnected dance 

of worship. 

Greetings as we remember the formation of 

this uniting church 96 years ago! 
 adapted from Gregory Grace 

 

We Light the Candle 
(Please light a candle in your own space as you are able.) 

 

This candle is lit for those who have come 

before us. 

This candle is lit for those of us who gather 

today.  

This candle is lit for those who will gather in 

this place in the years to come. 

 

United and uniting, we light this candle. 

We light it to remember the one who was, is 

and will always be the light of the world.  

We light it to remember those who have 

gone before us. 

We light it as our promise that we will pass 

on the light of God. 

We light it to show our trust in the promise 

that life continues, that faith continues, the 

there is indeed a future to await with joy and 

expectation. 

As it has shone for so many years, may it 

shine through our faithful service. 
 

Call to Worship 

We are called to be the church, to love God, 

and serve others.  

We gather as God’s people in Christ, 

praising God’s faithfulness, embracing 

each other in love, committed to acting 

out that love in God’s world. 

Our story of faith and ministry is colourful 

and vibrant. 

We herald our history with pride and 

delight. Yet, we also remember our 

failings with lament and sorrow. 

We have adapted to changing needs and 

ever-shifting demands. 

We celebrate the many decades of 

learning, growing, and adapting. We pray 

that the Spirit will continue to inspire us 

in the changes and adaptations we yet 

need to embrace. 

Celebrating 96 years as The United Church 

of Canada, we worship. 
Praise God! 

Adapted from Mary Haggart, Roger Lowe and Laura 

Turnbull. 

Hymn VU 642 Be Thou My Vision 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9cuRc1RMbE 

 

Prayer 

We are gathered at this part of the body of 

Christ, 

the people of God known as The United 

Church of Canada. 

We are gathered from far and wide, 

from north and south, from east and west, 

from beside the waters―still and 

running―salty and fresh― 

from mountains and prairies, 

from rocks and trees, 

from places urban, suburban, and rural 

community! 

We are gathered as young and old and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9cuRc1RMbE


everything in between. 

We are gathered together…but… 

But are we really together? 

We’re spread out across the land. 

We’re in our own homes. 

We’re listening on our computers or our 

phones. 

Are we really together? 

Yes! Oh, yes! 

The space may be virtual, but the worship is 

real! 

The voices may be shared in bits and bites, 

but the songs and prayers are real! 

The connection may be across the Internet, 

but the love―the love and celebration―it is 

REAL! 

And, when the inaugural service happened 

in Mutual Street Arena, 

with all of the representatives gathered, 

the church worshipped together― 

even though we were spread across the land! 

Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered 

in my name, 

I am there.” 

Christ is with us. 

We are never, ever alone. 

As we gather together, let our worship 

shout, 

THANKS BE TO GOD! 

ALLELUIA, THANKS BE TO GOD! 
© 2021 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie 

du Canada. Licensed under Creative Commons 

Attribution Non-commercial Share Alike Licence. 

 

Prayer of Illumination VU 589 Lord, 

Speak to Me  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YY_JvaGdKcc 

 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 

Walk by faith, not be sight. 

 

Mark 4:26-34 

Small things break open the word of God’s 

love and the growing of the Kin-dom among 

us.  

 

Reflection  This United Church of Ours 

 

Did you know the United Church of Canada 

was formed in part so the founding 

denominations could combine their finances 

to do more mission work in Canada and 

around the world? From the very beginning, 

our United Church was formed out of a 

desire to come together and serve others like 

Jesus did. That is not so terribly different 

from many other denominations and faith 

communities. But how it came to be, well 

that was something else! The United Church 

has been unique right from the beginning! 

Inaugurated by an act of parliament, The 

United Church was born on June 10, 1925 in 

Toronto, Ontario, when the Methodist 

Church, Congregational Union churches, 70 

per cent of the Presbyterian Church of 

Canada and the General Council of Union 

Churches entered into a union. It was the 

first union of churches in the world to cross 

historical denominational lines and received 

international acclaim. Each of the founding 

churches had a long history in Canada prior 

to 1925 and each of them is recognized in 

the symbolism of the United Church crest. 

The movement for church union began with 

the desire to coordinate ministry in the vast 

Canadian northwest and for collaboration in 

overseas missions. Congregations in 

Indigenous communities from each of the 

original denominations were an important 

factor in the effort toward church union. Oh 

yes, this united church of ours was exactly 

that, uniting! We continue to be a "uniting" 

church, and we have been enriched by 

several additional unions since 1925 

including the Synod of The Wesleyan 

Methodist Church of Bermuda, The 

Evangelical United Brethren Church and 

various individual congregations from other 

Christian communions over the years. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YY_JvaGdKcc


At 96 years old, we are still a very young 

church, but our roots go deep. At 96 years 

old, we have much to celebrate! At 96 years 

old, we also have much to lament. Like any 

family, we have a complicated, full, amazing 

history that has guided and formed 

generations of people in faith, that has on 

occasion made decisions that do not honour 

Christ and have brought harm, pain, 

isolation, and for which we have apologized 

and commit to walking together differently.  

 

There were times when we grew like that 

mustard seed – sowing light and love, justice 

and hope: 

• Our commitment to Mission and 

Service around the world in 

partnerships that give hope and life. 

• In welcoming all to the table for 

communion. 

• Through our historic and ongoing 

acceptance of LGBTQ people. 

• Through our apology to First Nations 

People and our commitment to 

upholding the Calls To Action from 

the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission. 

• Our commitment to becoming an anti-

racist church. 

• The way we have expanded our idea 

of what it means to be the church 

during a pandemic. 

• The generations of faith filled people 

loved into discipleship through the 

church. 

And so much more… 

 

Over the years, there were and are times 

when we have had to walk by faith not by 

sight – lamenting choices that have led to 

harm, distrust, injustice and have 

contradicted what we know of Christ Jesus. 

Things like: 

• Our role in Residential Schools. 

• Our role in maternity centres which 

forced unwed mothers to give their 

children up for adoption. 

• The division caused by opening our 

church to LGBTQ people. 

• The degradation of God’s beautiful 

creation. 

 

These things are a part of the history of who 

we are as a church, and yet it was also the 

church that has taught me about them, that 

has shown me the need for addressing 

wrongs committed. My friend Rev. Fran Ota 

posted on FB this week in response to the 

question, “What does it mean to be 

Canadian.” She struggles with answering 

that in light of the news headlines these last 

weeks. Part of her response included the 

church. For it was in the church that she first 

listened to Indigenous women talk about 

their experience in residential schools 

despite growing up in a community next to 

one. It was in the church she learned about 

the role the United Church played in those 

travesties…including the deaths. From 

colleagues and friends in seminary she 

learned about Black settlements in Nova 

Scotia, and the presence of Ku Klux Klan 

groups in her first pastoral charge and their 

acts of violence and hatred in Alberta in the 

1990s. While the church has committed 

terrible sins over its history, we have also 

started lifting them from the shadows of our 

past into the light of our present days so they 

may be seen, recognized, repented over, and 

never repeated. 

 

This united church of ours is 96 years old. 

Think back over your own life and you will 

see the kaleidoscope of fragments that come 

together to form who you are as a person. It 

will be filled with moments of joy, laughter, 

light and love. And there will be moments 

that were more challenging for you, or 



moments where your life was a challenge for 

someone else.  And, there will be a few 

boring bits where it doesn’t feel like much is 

happening and life just keeps plodding 

along. The church is no different. The seeds 

we sow, the seeds we scatter willy nilly, 

they will grow–or at least some of them. But 

the seeds we plant intentionally, the ones we 

water, we tend, we nourish with intention … 

ah, what a great mustardy scented bounty 

they will bring.  

 

There is an old adage that says the passing 

years bring wisdom. The very fact that we 

are repulsed by some of the seeds we have 

sown reveals a new recognition of how we 

seek to live out our faith, of how we choose 

to interact with people. It speaks of whose 

we are, and who we are called to be. Yes, 

they say with age comes wisdom. I have 

seen the truth of this adage in my own life 

with mentors and family and friends who 

guide my path and my thoughts. And, I pray 

for the truth of that for myself—and for 

some others I know! But I also know that we 

have much to learn from those who come 

after us. Things like compassion, and 

melding tradition with innovation, about 

accepting people for who they are no matter 

their age, race, sexuality or any other 

distinguishing factor that has excluded and 

diminished others–about diversity and 

welcome and community and love.  

 

This United Church of ours is 96 years old 

and we can rejoice in the faithful witness of 

so many people and such amazing ministry 

in Christ’s name. This United Church of 

ours is 96 years old and we recognize some 

of the ways in which our actions, our belief, 

and our desire to share the Gospel have 

caused deep and lasting harm. We cannot 

erase the wrongs committed, but we also 

cannot jump too quickly to forgiveness and 

reconciliation. We must first hear the truth. 

Feel the truth. Lament the truth. Only then 

can we begin to make the first tentative steps 

toward the future. Our task right now, is to 

lament. To acknowledge.  

 

This United Church of ours is 96 years old – 

we are still learning. We are still growing. 

We are still praising, and hoping, and 

dreaming, and committed to seeking justice, 

to loving our neighbours, and witnessing to 

God. We walk by faith, confident that the 

seed that was inaugurated in 1925, with a 

little nourishment, with a little living water, 

with a lot of love, and with the grace of the 

Spirit, will become a place of welcome and 

nourishment for all. By the grace of God, 

may it be so. 

 

Pastoral Prayer  

Holy one, we offer our prayers to you today 

for The United Church of Canada and for 

our own small part in it; 

that your Holy Spirit may inspire and lead us 

into deeper fellowship;  

that we may continue to pass on our faith, 

hope and love to succeeding generations; 

that we serve the community in which we 

live with commitment, vision and 

enthusiasm;  

that within our fellowship comfort for the 

sorrowful, strength for the anxious, 

compassion for the sick, and concern and 

love for all may be found.  

 

We pray for the ministers and elders of this 

United Church in our own community and 

through all levels of the church; 

for all who hold positions of responsibility 

in worship, teaching, caring or 

administration;  

and for each member with their particular 

gifts;  



together we fulfil our calling eagerly, 

conscientiously, and with imagination, 

strengthened by your Spirit and upheld by 

one another’s prayers. 

 

We pray for those whom we are particularly 

concerned: 

those who are ill, at home or in hospital; 

those who are housebound before, during 

and after COVID-19; 

those who miss the church and its 

community; 

those who are bereaved or face losing 

someone they love; 

those who are worried or depressed; 

for those who no longer come to church; 

and those who long to come to church, 

envelope them all in the Spirit’s fellowship. 

 

Holy One, we thank you 

for the lives of your faithful people of every 

age and for this United Church of ours 

which has been a witness to your love in 

every corner of this country and beyond. 

 

We, and all those who have gone before us, 

are the living stones with which you build 

your church. Keep us faithful to our calling 

as you did Jesus Christ, that by your grace 

our lives become examples on which those 

after us may build to your praise and glory. 

Amen. 
  Adapted from Wendy Baskett 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Remembering the Offering 

Your gifts, O God, from the faithful of the 

church over the history of this denomination 

are a little like that mustard seed. And we 

are so thankful. We are also aware of the 

responsibility that comes from our heritage 

of faith, the heritage of our denomination, 

this church and our call as disciples. And, 

we give, not because others ask, but in 

response to your grace, your love, your 

dream of a just and peace filled world. We 

give thanks for the many ways in which so 

many enable the ministry of these 

congregations. Let us pray: 

 

Creator God,  

for the miracle of life 

silently going on 

around and through us 

every second of the day, 

we give you thanks. 

May we also be wasteful, 

flourishing givers of life and love, 

and may the gifts given in so many ways - 

time, talent, service, PAR, online donation, 

envelopes of love dropped into the mail, 

reflect your abundant love. 
 Adapted from Seasons of the Spirit June 14, 2020 

 

Hymn VU 713 I See A New Heaven 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjxnLbQdRW4 

 

Extinguish the Candle 

Imagine what a mustard seed of faith 

might do this week in your life. 

Not a quart, 

nor a gallon, 

nor a truckload. 

Just a mustard seed. 

Imagine. 

Feel the love of God growing within your 

heart.  

Carry the light with you into the world, 

planting seeds of love, mercy, joy, and peace 

in all that you say and do.  

 adapted from Long Green 

Valley Church 

 

Benediction 

96 years of life. 

96 years of ministry. 

96 years of possibility. 

96 years of story. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjxnLbQdRW4


96 years that are a part of 2,000 years gone 

by. 

People of God, know this― 

in the coming year, 

in the coming decade, 

in the coming century, 

in the coming millennium... 

we will continue to be Jesus’ people, 

living out his call. 

We don’t know where that will take us. 

We don’t know what it will look like. 

But we do know this― 

we will never be alone in this journey. 

God is with us. All ways. And Always. 

The peace of Christ holds us, 

and the love of the Creator enfolds us, 

and the wings of the Holy Spirit carry us, 

carry all creation, 

now, and forever. 

ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!  

 
© 2021 The United Church of 

Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada. Licensed 

under Creative Commons Attribution Non-

commercial Share Alike Licence. 

 


