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Prelude Maggie Crawford 

 

Greeting 

Come into this sacred space.  

Come in bringing all of who you are.  

Rest and quiet your week-worn spirit,  

for you are here to touch again  

eternal springs of hope and renewal. 

 

Let us celebrate the richness and diversity of 

life 

in the present-ness of God. 

(Silence) 

 

We Light the Candle 

When the Olympics officially begin, a light 

initiates the games. A light gathers the 

community. A light inspires participants and 

ignites passion. When our worship begins, 

Light calls us to reverence. Light invites us 

to gather. Light inspires us and ignites our 

passion for love and justice.  An ancient 

symbol of continuity, Light of the world: 

Set our hearts on fire with love for you 

and ignite our passion to be your light in 

the world. 

 

Call to Worship   

Out of a world of cut-throat competition, 

of winners-and-losers, 

and too many left behind 

we come together. 

The world’s ways are not our ways. 

The world’s ways are not Christ’s ways. 

 

Out of a world of hatred, violence, 

individualism, and life-taking power 

we gather as Koinonia, as God’s people. 

God’s ways are inclusive, expansive, 

and life-giving for all peoples. 

 

Come and worship the One whose love 

knows no limits!  

Swim and splash in the cleansing waters of 

divine community! 

Resurrect your spirits and souls in worship 

of the One! 

Praise be to the Everlasting One! 
  Tim Graves 

 

Prayer 

Thank you, O God, for a faith that calls 

upon us to be more than spectators… faith 

that is not simply a matter of believing 

certain things, but a question of 

commitment to the kind of lives that will 

make your will a reality in the world 

where we are called to live. 

 

When we become discouraged and wish for 

less involvement, show us again the 

significance such a faith offers to us as co-

workers with you, in bringing about the 

Realm of God. Open us to those who feel 

defeated, who have found the struggle too 

difficult, and have given up in despair.  

 

May our conviction bring fresh fire to the 

ashes of Christ’s vision and ideals, that faith 

may be reborn from the ruins, and new 

strength return to the body of those 

committed to your coming and to the 

working out of your will. Amen. 
     Worship for an Easter People © 1981 enThusia Enterprises. 

 



Hymn VU 574 Come Let Us Sing … 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

We come to hear the stories 

of other people 

in another world 

long ago. 

We come to hear the stories: 

that are also about us 

today 

in this place. 

God, give us ears to listen. 

eyes to see, 

hearts to accept. Amen 

 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 Patti James 

Do not let the sun go down on your anger. 

 

John 6: 35, 41-51  Patti James 

I am the Bread of Life. 

 

Hymn U 427  To Show By Touch & Word 

 

Reflection 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

 

Remembering the Offering 

The medals of the Tokyo Olympics tell an 

interesting story. They are not made of 

traditional material. Instead, they are 

sourced from recycled mobile phones, 

digital cameras, handheld games and laptops 

which were melted down to produce the 

Olympic medals. Japanese citizens donated 

78,985 tons of used electronics to forge 

sustainable prizes. All of the approximate 

5,000 medals to be distributed throughout 

the Olympic and Paralympic Games in 

Japan are made entirely of recycled 

materials. 

 

While the world revolves around commerce, 

there are things far more valuable. Creation. 

Sustainability. Community. Unity. Respect. 

Justice. Love. And so, we give thanks for 

the gifts given to this ministry and we ask, O 

God, that you use these bits of commerce, 

the work of our hands and minds and bodies, 

to invest in the things that really count.  

Amen.  

 

Hymn VU 194 Filled With the Spirit’s Power 

 

Extinguish the Candle 

 

Commissioning 

As we move into the rest of this good day, 

we call on your name, God of grace. 

As we run the race you have set before us, 

help us to keep our eyes on your goals, not 

our own. When we falter, give us fresh 

strength and courage. When we are fleet-

footed, let us give you the glory. Keep us 

from wanting to win at other’s expense 

or to count ourselves better than those at 

our side. All runners are your children. In 

the race You imagine, each one is a 

winner.  

And all God’s people say, “Amen.” 
Carol Penner 

 

Postlude  Maggie Crawford 

 


