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Greeting 
Peace to those who are near, and peace to 
those who are far away: 
through Christ we can all approach God  
by one Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
We Light the Candle 
(Please light a candle in your own space as 
you are able.) 
 
Call to Worship  Psalm 24 
The earth is God’s, and all that is in it; 
the world,  and those who live upon it. 
For God founded it upon the seas, 
planted it firm over the waters beneath. 
Who may ascend the mountain of God? 
Who may stand in God’s holy place? 
Those who have clean hands and a pure 
heart,   
who have not set their minds on deceit, not 
made false promises;  
they shall receive God’s blessing; 
righteousness from the God who will save 
them. 
Such are those who seek God,  
who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 
Lift up your heads, you gates! 
Lift yourselves up,  you everlasting doors, 
that the One who rules in glory may enter. 
Who rules in glory? 
It is God, valiant and strong. 
God, who is mighty in battle. 
Lift up your heads, you gates! 
Lift. yourselves up, you everlasting doors, 
that the One who rules in glory may enter.  
 
Who rules in glory? 
It is God of Hosts. 
God who rules in glory. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer 
Every moment, we have the chance 
to breathe in your goodness and grace; 
every hour, we have opportunities 
to share your love and hope; 
every day, we have occasions 
to rest in the comfort of your heart. 
In you, we discover the fullness of time, 
Delight of the Ages. 
  
In every challenge we face, 
we can find the strength to persevere; 
in every person we meet, 
we can find the blessing you have sent; 
in every need we encounter, 
we can find the help you would have us offer. 
In you, we discover the fullness of life, 
Companion of our days. 
  
In every conflict of our lives, 
there is your healing we can offer; 
in every brokenness we experience, 
there is that reconciliation we can receive; 
in every difficulty which makes us stumble, 
there is that dance of hope you would teach us. 
In you, we discover the fullness of faith, 
Promised Spirit. 
  
God in Community, Holy in One, 
in you we discover the fullness we long for. 
Amen 
 
Hymn MV 2 Come All You People 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHdL2mDYAg8 

 
Prayer of Illumination 
Holy One, send your wild, fierce Sprit, send 
your gentle whispering Spirit, send your 
persistent, untameable Spirit to open us to the 
wonder of your Word this day.  
 
Ephesians 4:1-6 
Unity and Maturity in the body of Christ. 
 
Hymn MV 82 Bathe Me In Your Light 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FMfZSjFQXEk 
 
Reflection 
As we celebrate the sacrament of baptism with 
Sloane today, we are invited to remember our 
own baptisms. To remember the promises 
made over us and by us, marked by water and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHdL2mDYAg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FMfZSjFQXEk


the Spirit and called to respond to God’s 
abundant love. A Song of Faith, the most 
recent statement of faith for the United Church 
of Canada speaks of baptism in this way: 
 
In grateful response to God’s abundant love, 
we bear in mind our integral connection to the 
earth and one another; we participate in God’s 
work of healing and mending creation. 
 
To point to the presence of the holy in the 
world, the church receives, consecrates, and 
shares visible signs of the grace of God. 
 
In company with the churches of the Reformed 
and Methodist traditions, we celebrate two 
sacraments as gifts of Christ: baptism and holy 
communion. 
 
In these sacraments the ordinary things of life 

—water, bread, wine— 
point beyond themselves to God and God’s 
love, teaching us to be alert to the sacred in the 
midst of life. 
 
Before conscious thought or action on our part, 
we are born into the brokenness of this world. 
Before conscious thought or action on our part, 
we are surrounded by God’s redeeming love. 
Baptism by water in the name of the Holy 
Trinity is the means by which we are received, 
at any age, into the covenanted community of 
the church. It is the ritual that signifies our 
rebirth in faith and cleansing by the power of 
God. Baptism signifies the nurturing, 
sustaining, and transforming power of God’s 
love and our grateful response to that grace. 
 
Our grateful response to that grace… Baptism 
is not a one and done kind of event. Baptism is 
an invitation to live as God’s beloved in the 
world. Baptism is a call upon our hearts and 
hands and minds and lives to walk worthy, as 
the writer of the letter to the church in Ephesus 
writes.  
 
That line from Ephesians caught my attention 
this week – our call to walk a life worthy of the 
calling we have had, a call to live in grateful 
response to the love of God for us . . . 
Thankfully, the writer goes on to share what 
that might look like: 

 
Be completely humble and gentle. 
Be patient, bearing with one another in 
love. 
Make every effort to keep the unity of  

 the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
 
It’s not the kind of thing we can do on our own. 
It’s not even the kind of thing we can do 
together in a community of faith -a covenanted 
community as A Song of Faith puts it – a 
community bound together by love and to love.   
 
It is the kind of thing we can only do because 
we are part of the one body, because the Spirit 
will encourage us. The version we read this 
morning speaks of Paul, a prisoner, begging 
the church in Ephesus to walk worthy. Other 
versions read urge or beseech. To beseech 
means to “call near.” As Paul writes to the 
community in Ephesus, it is like someone who 
has something special and important to say, 
leans over, and in a compelling voice urges 
you to listen to what he has to say. He 
beseeches them – calls them near to listen. He 
urges them. He begs them to live lives worthy 
of the calling they have had and been baptized 
into.  
 
It wasn’t a simple encouragement. Those were 
heavy words. You see, the folks in Ephesus 
had been doing all kinds of shenanigans and 
word had gotten back to Paul. This letter was 
basically a lecture in written form. I can only 
imagine how they must have squirmed when 
they heard the admonition to walk worthy of the 
calling. And so he calls them to “walk,” which in 
the New Testament often refers to the daily 
conduct of one’s life, worthy.  
 
I can’t help but draw connections to Sloane 
who has been baptized this day into the body 
of Christ. What a gift it would be to her if she 
encountered people who walked worthy along 
the road of life. What a gift to the world it would 
be if she were able to walk worthy on her path 
through life. 
 
I also cannot help but draw connections to the 
world in which we live. What would it look like if 
we walked worthy with our First Nations 
brothers and sisters? How different might the 



world be if we walked worthy with our Black, 
Asian, Muslim brothers and sisters? How 
different might our churches be if we walked 
worthy with each other?  
 
It sounds daunting. It also feels right. Walk 
worthy – because you have been called to 
through the splash of water on your brow, by 
the marking of the cross on your forehead, 
through the call of God and the enthusiasm of 
the Spirit. Walk worthy!  You do not go alone. 
And here’s the thing . . . it feels huge, but it 
begins small, very small. We don’t have to do 
much to walk worthy. 
 
Always be humble and gentle.  
 
Patiently put up with each other and love each 
other.  
 
Try our best to let God’s Spirit keep our hearts 
united.  
 
Live at peace. 
 
My friends, we do not walk worthy because we 
are worthy. We walk worthy because we are 
baptized into a life of love for and action on 
behalf of God. We walk worthy because we are 
called into it from the moment we are marked 
as God’s own. We walk worthy, stumbling the 
entire way, because we are loved into it by the 
one who names and claims us as beloved. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
With resources from https://bible-truth.org/Eph4-1-6.html 

 
Service of Baptism  
 
Statement of Purpose 
 
Lighting the Baptismal Candles and 
Presentation   
 
On behalf of Lakefield United Church, I present 
for baptism, Sloane Sparrow Patrick, Child of 
Jamie Christopher Patrick and Laura Elizabeth 
(Donaldson) Patrick. 
   
Congregational Litany 
Like day’s first night, this child is promise and 
mystery.  

Child of grace and wonder – we welcome 
you. We share God’s love with you. 
Like a chorus of songbirds, this child brings joy 
and celebration.  
Child of grace and wonder – we welcome 
you. We share God’s love with you. 
Like spring’s fragrant bouquet, this child is 
beauty and tenderness.  
Child of grace and wonder – we welcome 
you. We share God’s love with you. 
Like a chorus of song birds, this child brings joy 
and celebration.  
Child of grace and wonder – we welcome 
you. We share God’s love with you. 
Like earth’s rhythm of abundance, this child is 
gift and treasure.  
Child of grace and wonder – we welcome 
you. We share God’s love with you. 
 
Questions and Promises 
 
Statement of Commitment 
 
Commitment of Godparents/Sponsor 
 
Congregational Commitment   
As members of Lakefield United Church and 
friends and families of Laura, Jamie and 
Sloane, do you commit yourself to support and 
nurture - within a community which worships 
God, loves and serves others, seeks justice, 
and resist evil?  
We do, God being our helper. 
We rejoice with you today in the 
celebration. We are thankful that you and 
your children are part of our church family. 
We will support, by example and our words, 
your efforts to provide a loving caring home 
where trust in God grows and the way of 
love and justice is chosen. We promise to 
remember you in our prayers and to 
surround you with our love and support. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Pouring of the 
Water 
 
Act of Baptism 
 
Sloane Sparrow Patrick, you are baptized in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.  With the sign of the cross, you 
are claimed as Christ’s forever. Amen. 

https://bible-truth.org/Eph4-1-6.html


 
Blessing of the Spirit (All raise their hands in 
blessing) 
 
Sloane, may the Holy Spirit, Love’s power, 
guide you, inspire you, and work within you, all 
the days of your life. Amen. 
 
Presentation of Gifts   
 
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
Holy God, we come before you in prayer, 
lifting to you the joys and concerns, the hopes 
and dreams of our lives.  
May we also be open to your voice in our lives 
that we may see with new eyes, and hear with 
new ears, the direction you will have us to go. 
 
Bless, we pray, this gathering of your people 
that we may grow and flourish in your love and 
grace for the purpose to which you have called 
us. 
 
Hear our prayers for those whose lives have 
touched us— 

• those who are in pain,  

• those who are ill,  

• those who grieve, 

• those who are weary 

• those who have or are healing, 

• those celebrating new life, love, hope 

• those celebrating milestones. 
 
May we touch their lives not only through our 
prayers, but through our lives and actions as 
well. 
 
Guide us, bless us, uplift us, and hold us, 
for we are your children called to our purpose 
in your world.  
 
Hear our prayers, those spoken and those 
hidden in our hearts, we pray in the name of 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Life in Liturgy 

 
Remembering the Offering 
God, the giver of all good things, worship is 
giving back to you and giving to one another. 
May we bring our sacrifice of praise: a living 
sacrifice, a fragrant offering, a generous heart, 

may our gift be acceptable and pleasing to you. 
Bless each one of us and our gifts and accept 
with grateful hearts what we have given. Amen 
 
Hymn VU 642 Be Thou My Vision 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9R4H5MPn3m8 

 
Change the Light 
 
Benediction 
Go out from here and live lives worthy 
of the one calling which we all share. 
In humility, gentleness and patience, 
speak only what is true and loving 
and so grow into the unity that is ours in Christ. 
 
And may God the creator reshape our hearts; 
May Christ Jesus, the bread of life, sustain us 
always; 
and may the Holy Spirit unite us in the bond of 
peace. 
 
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 
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Sung Benediction 
 
Postlude 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9R4H5MPn3m8

