
 
 

Lakefield & Young’s Point United  

Worship 

June 20, 2021 

First Nation’s Sunday 
 

Greeting 

Happy Father’s Day! This is also First 

Nation’s Sunday in The United Church, we 

respectfully acknowledge that Lakefield 

United Church is located on the Treaty 20 

Michi Saagiig territory and in the traditional 

territory of the Michi Saagiig and Chippewa 

Nations, collectively known as Williams 

Treaty First Nations, which include: Curve 

Lake, Hiawatha, Alderville, Scugog Island, 

Rama, Beausoleil, and Georgina Island First 

Nations. 

 

Lakefield United Church respectfully 

acknowledges that the Parties of Williams 

Treaties are the stewards and caretakers of 

these lands and waters, and that we all must 

take responsibility and work together to 

ensure their health and integrity for 

generations to come. 

 

We greet all our relations and invite you to 

come and worship the Creator! 
 

We Light the Candle 
(Please light a candle in your own space as you are able.) 

 

We call upon the light, God’s light. The 

light shall shine upon and within us. 

The light is God and it is great. 

It shall encourage us, strengthen us, guide 

us, protect us, shield us, love us, empower 

us, ground us, give us wisdom and the 

actions of God’s Holy Spirit.  

The light is calm. The light is never 

rushed. The light knows no time. The 

light is the Holy Spirit. 

We sense the light; we know, feel, and smell 

the light. It is like pure joy. Jesus was 

created by the light, truly God’s light. 

It shall never leave us. 
Adapted from Murray Prudens, UCC Executive 

Minister for Indigenous Ministries & Justice  

 

Call to Worship 

We gather to share in God’s dream of 

abundant life for all. We gather to give 

and receive gifts of deep emotion, deep 

wisdom, and deep love. With gratitude we 

gather as a community to praise God, to 

seek transformation, and to celebrate the 

power of the Spirit who is always moving. 
© 2016 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du 

Canada. Licensed under Creative Commons 

 

Hymn VU 220 Praise to the Lord 

 

Prayer 

Creator, we give you thanks for all you are 

and all you bring to us for our visit within 

your creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel 

in the center of this Sacred Circle through 

which all of creation is related. You show us 

the way to live a generous and 

compassionate life. Give us your strength to 

live together with respect and commitment 

as we grow in your Spirit, for you are God, 

now and forever. Amen 
  All Saints Anglican Church, MN 

 

Prayer of Illumination VU 374 Come 

and Find the Quiet Centre 

 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 

Walk by faith, not be sight. 

 



Mark 4:26-34 

Small things break open the word of God’s 

love and the growing of the Kin-dom among 

us.  

 

Reflection  Rev. Rodney Smith-Merkely  
  Minister for Respectful Relationship and 

Indigenous Justice. East Central Ontario Regional Council 

 
Today’s reflection will be provided by Regional 

Council staff. You can access the video message 

here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJ3WbLRtjeM 

 

Pastoral Prayer  

O God, we come together as a human 

family, blessed to be alive, blessed to be on 

this land, blessed to have neighbours as 

diverse as your creation. You surround us 

with air we breathe, water we drink, all 

manner of living plants and animals that 

delight us and sustain us. Thank you, 

Creator, for all you provide. We take a 

moment in silence to ponder the blessings 

you give us―of family, friends, places to 

call home, the food we eat, the web of life in 

which we with all creatures live, move, and 

have our being. Hear us as we give thanks… 

 

O God, we thank you for Indigenous 

neighbours and friends this day. And yet we 

lament, too. We lament that historic and 

contemporary racism continues to mar our 

relations. We lament the church’s role as 

beneficiaries of an economic and 

governance system that privileges settler 

peoples at the expense of the First Peoples 

of this land.  

 

O God, for the witness of strength, caring, 

and love of Indigenous peoples, and for the 

struggle for what is just and right, open our 

hearts this day. Encourage us to listen more, 

speak less, participate in the movements for 

change that will bring us together in good 

and respectful ways. Encourage us to make 

friends, get to know someone’s story, and 

share our stories too, without fear, for in 

Christ we know we are all kin, relatives, 

with you and with each other and with all 

living and non-living things. 

 

Hear us now as we pray for those hurting 

and in pain in all our communities: 

For anyone worn down by systemic racism, 

including by government and by the church, 

that White people and those with power will 

change their thinking and how they live so 

justice will finally come. 

For anyone suffering the injustice of racial 

profiling, ending up involved with the law 

and incarcerated in prisons at a higher rate 

than other populations, that policing will 

change so justice will finally come. 

For survivors of residential schools, and 

their families that continue to live with that 

legacy, including the discovery of so many 

children in mass graves, that justice will 

finally come. 

For people living on reserves with shortages 

of funds for decent housing, water, water 

treatment, schools, and other community 

infrastructure, that justice will finally come. 

For Indigenous neighbours living in urban 

areas, facing the challenges of prejudice and 

discrimination, for those living with PTSD 

and addiction, that justice will finally come. 

For Indigenous women and girls, facing the 

two evils of racism and sexism, that their 

lives and bodies will be respected as sacred, 

that justice might finally come. 

For those Indigenous women and girls who 

are among the thousands of murdered and 

missing, for them and their families, our 

lament at the shame of what has happened 

and our pledge to advocate for their safety, 

that justice will finally come. 

For the air, that all might breathe it clean 

and free, that justice might finally come.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJ3WbLRtjeM


For the waters―marshlands, lakes, rivers, 

streams. For the great seas and oceans. That 

they might be protected for the benefit of 

seven generations hence, that justice will 

finally come. 

For the lands, forests, grass, and farmlands. 

For the prairies, foothills, and mountains. 

For their beauty, for the life that teems 

within, upon, and over them, for the 

reprioritization of the health of ecosystems 

over profit, so justice will finally come. 

For the animals, birds, fish, and life of all 

kinds whose viability is being threatened by 

unsustainable human activity, that their lives 

will begin to count so that justice will finally 

come. 

All this, as well as the prayers of our hearts, 

O God, we lift up to you. Hear our 

celebrations as we claim anew our kinship 

with you and with all our relations. Hear our 

laments, and grow our hearts full of 

compassion for self and other. 

We give our thanks, Creator God, for the 

fathers in our lives. Fatherhood does not 

come with a manual, and reality teaches us 

that some fathers excel while others fail. We 

ask for Your blessings for them all and 

forgiveness where it is needed. 

This Father's Day we remember the many 

sacrifices fathers make for their children and 

families, and the ways--both big and small--

they lift children to achieve dreams thought 

beyond reach. 

 

So too, we remember all those who have 

helped fill the void when fathers pass early 

or are absent; grandfathers and uncles, 

brothers and cousins, teachers, pastors and 

coaches and the women of our families. 

For those who are fathers, we ask for 

wisdom and humility in the face of the task 

of parenting. Give them the strength to do 

well by their children and by You. 

In Your Holy name, O God, we gather our 

voices together to share the words you once 

spoke to you Abba 
Adapted from Rev. Chuck Currie and Murray Prudens 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Remembering the Offering 
 

Lord, let our congregation be a witness to 

you: 

             immersed in scripture, 

             constant in prayer, 

             joyful in worship, 

             generous in giving. 

             A loving, supportive community 

             reaching out to those in need. 

Accept these gifts we offer, in Jesus' name, 

Amen. 

 

Hymn VU 567 Will You Come 
 

Extinguish the Candle 

 

Commissioning 

Surround yourself in the Spirit; 

God is with you. 

Surround yourself in the Light; 

God is with you. 

Surround yourself in the Wisdom; 

God is with you. 

Surround yourself in the Love; 

God is with you. 

Be brave. Be strong. Be humble. 

Be God. 

Peace be with us. 

In Jesus name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 


