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Baptism 

Sunday 

 

Greeting 

 

We Light the Candle 

(Please light a candle in your own space as 

you are able.) 

 

Call to Worship 

Baptized to begin lives of faith, 

we would witness to all you do 

in our communities, in our midst, in our 

world. 

Baptized to serve, 

we would speak up for the voiceless, 

we would bring justice to those who have 

none. 

Baptized to speak, 

we would heal, and not hurt; 

we would bless, and not curse. 

Baptized to do what is right, 

we would not play favorites, 

but treat each as your Beloved. 

 

Hymn VU 453 Out of Deep, Unordered 

Water 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEDU81P3wgY 

 

Prayer 

Your voice thunders in the night, 

     and sings love songs 

     in the morning. 

Your voice tumbles raging rapids, 

     and ripples pools of peace. 

Your voice snaps trees in two, 

     and can mend broken hearts 

     with a sigh. 

We give glory to your name, 

God of our lives. 

 

Guided by grace, 

     you became the champion 

     of justice. 

Beloved of the sightless, 

     you release those 

     we would shackle. 

Broken for our sake, 

     you shape our souls 

     into silhouettes hanging 

     in the Hall of Servants. 

We give glory to your grace, 

Child of the waters. 

 

You cup your hands 

around our flickering faith, 

     breathing us to new life. 

You call us to work for justice, 

     teaching us intentional 

     acts of service. 

You immerse us in courage, 

     daring us to speak 

     words of hope. 

We give glory to your love, 

Spirit of wonder. 

 

We give you the glory now and always, 

God in Community, Holy in One, 

even as we pray as we are taught, saying, 

Our Father . . . 

 

Blessing of the Prayer Shawls 

(responsive) 

Without even knowing who would receive 

it, this shawl was made specifically for the 

person who will receive it. 

May they see the intricate love and care 

given to this shawl, mirroring the 

intricate love and care that God gives all 

people. 

This shawl was made to bring warmth to 

someone who feels a chill. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEDU81P3wgY


May they feel the warm breath of the 

Holy Spirit as they wrap themselves with 

it. 

This shawl was made to bring comfort to 

someone who feels alone. 

May they feel comfort in knowing that 

someone prayed for them as they pieced it 

together. 

This shawl was made to bring peace to 

someone in need of prayer. 

May they feel the power of our prayers as 

they feel the yarn winding through their 

fingers. 

This shawl was made to wrap someone in 

celebration and joy. 

May they know there is nothing and 

nowhere they can go that will separate 

them form the one delighted in their 

creation.  

This shawl was made to connect someone to 

this place, this church. 

This shawl was made to remind them that 

they are held in love by this community. 

 

PRAYER OF BLESSING (Unison) 

Let us pray.  

Creator God, source of all inspiration and 

beauty, 

we thank you for the gift of these prayer 

shawls. 

They have been created in love 

to bring comfort, 

to bring healing, 

to celebrate joy. 

 

May these shawls enfold all those  

 who are cold , 

 who are hurting  

 who need to snuggle 

who need a reminder that God is 

always near 

and they are never alone. 

  

This shawl was made 

With love, 

With Blessings, 

With Prayers. 

 

We dedicate these shawls in hope and love 

as a means of fulfilling your call to love 

and care for others.      

Amen. 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

As water splashed across our face awakens 

us in the morn, 

may your Word awaken us to your 

presence. 

    Wash us in your wisdom, 

    bathe us in your goodness, 

    refresh us with your grace, 

    by the power of your Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
   Stephen M. Fearing 

 

Psalm 29 

The voice of the Holy One is over the 

waters. 

 

Acts 8:26-40 

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 

 

Hymn 443 VU God, We Pray at This 

beginning 

 

Reflection 

 

Service of Baptism  

 

Statement of Purpose 

 

Lighting the Baptismal Candles and 

Presentation  Brenda Neill 

 

On behalf of Lakefield United Church, I 

present for baptism,  

Rhys Douglas Gibson and 

Daniel Dwayne Blackburde Gibson 

 

Children of Kylie Caroline Gibson 



   

Congregational Litany 

Like day’s first night, this child is promise 

and mystery.  

Child of grace and wonder – we welcome 

you. We share God’s love with you. 

Like a chorus of songbirds, this child brings 

joy and celebration.  

Child of grace and wonder – we welcome 

you. We share God’s love with you. 

Like spring’s fragrant bouquet, this child is 

beauty and tenderness.  

Child of grace and wonder – we welcome 

you. We share God’s love with you. 

Like earth’s rhythm of abundance, this child 

is gift and treasure.  

Child of grace and wonder – we welcome 

you. We share God’s love with you. 

 

Questions and Promises 

Do you believe in God; Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit?  

I do, by the grace of God. 

Will you follow in the way of Jesus Christ, 

resisting oppression and evil, seeking justice 

and witnessing to God’s love for all 

creation? 

I will, God being my helper. 

Will you proclaim Jesus crucified and risen 

in your words and actions?  

I will, God being my helper. 

 

Statement of Commitment 

In baptism, this child marks an important 

step in the journey of faith.  

Will you care for them and help them to take 

their place in the mission and witness of 

Christ’s church?  

I will, God being my helper  

 

 

 

 

 

Commitment of Godparents/Sponsor 

Minister: Will you pray for this child and 

take care that they may learn and live the 

faith? 

Godparents: I will, God being my helper. 

 

Congregational Commitment   

As members of Lakefield United Church 

and friends and families of  Daniel and 

Rhys, do you commit yourself to support 

and nurture - within a community which 

worships God, loves and serves others, seeks 

justice, and resist evil?  

We do, God being our helper. 

 

We rejoice with you today in the 

celebration. We are thankful that you and 

your children are part of our church 

family. We will support, by example and 

our words, your efforts to provide a 

loving caring home where trust in God 

grows and the way of love and justice is 

chosen. We promise to remember you in 

our prayers and to surround you with our 

love and support. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Pouring of the 

Water 

 

Act of Baptism 

 

Rhys Douglas Gibson, you are baptized in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  With the sign of the 

cross, you are claimed as Christ’s forever. 

Amen. 

 

Daniel Dwayne Blackburde Gibson, you are 

baptized in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  With the 

sign of the cross, you are claimed as Christ’s 

forever. Amen. 

 



Blessing of the Spirit (All raise their hands 

in blessing) 

 

Rhys and Daniel, may the Holy Spirit, 

Love’s power, guide you, inspire you, and 

work within you, all the days of your life. 

Amen. 

 

Presentation of Gifts Brenda  

 

Welcoming New Members 

 

The church is a community of people with 

varied gifts, united by the Holy Spirit. 

We gather to celebrate God’s presence, 

to discern God’s truth, and to follow the way 

of Jesus. 

 

By our baptism, we are made members of 

Christ’s church. We exercise this 

membership within a local congregation and  

in the denomination to which we belong, 

which for us is The United Church of 

Canada. 

 

We now welcome into this congregation by 

profession of faith, Holly Gibson. 

 

Congregational Commitment 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

we pledge to Holly our support and care: 

As beloved children of God  

gathered in this time and place, 

we rejoice in the gifts you bring to us. 

We pledge to you our love and support. 

 

Affirmation of Faith – A New Creed              

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 

We believe in God: 

 Who has created and is creating, 

Who has come in Jesus, the word 

made flesh, 

 To reconcile and make new, 

 Who works in us and others by the 

Spirit. 

 

We trust in God. 

 

We are called to be the Church: 

 To celebrate God’s presence, 

 To live with respect in Creation, 

 To love and serve others, 

 To seek justice and resist evil, 

 To proclaim Jesus, crucified and

 risen, 

 Our judge and our hope. 

 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God 

is with us. 

We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Brenda:  

In the name of Jesus Christ, 

we welcome you to the privileges and 

responsibilities of membership in this 

congregation. We give thanks for your 

witness among us. 

 

All:  

The grace of Christ attend you, 

the love of God surround you, 

the Holy Spirit keep you. 

 Amen. 

 

Pastoral Prayer  

Almighty and Unshakeable God,  

we hear your voice in its many tones and 

accents, and experience something of your 

powers and your strength in the surging 

waves of the seas; and in the swirling forces 

of the waves as they crash against the rocky 

outcrops along the shore.  

 

We sing our praises to the power of our 

Unshakeable God! 

 



Powerful and ever-present God, we praise 

your holy name, and listen for your voice as 

it continues to echo through the mighty 

canyons, and amongst the huge forest giants 

that wilt before your power and majesty.  

 

Your holy voice speaks to all creation in the 

thunder and lightning of storms; and in the 

noise of trees crashing to the earth like tiny 

twigs before the relentless forces of the 

forest fires and winds. 

 

Majestic God, your voice is heard in the 

wind and rain as they roar across the open 

plains; and in the rush of flood waters that 

sweep all before it. Even in that devastation,  

the voice of God is heard and nothing can 

compare to it. 

 

Send words of comfort where needed. 

Speak words of challenge. 

Voice your care for creation  

through our mouths and hands and feet. 

Whisper your words of strength and love 

and resilience and endurance  

into broken and weary hearts. 

Sing your healing  

into our minds and bodies and spirits. 

Let the timbre of your love  

invade every crevice of creation 

bringing light and hope and healing and 

dreaming, that your kin-dom may come,  

relationships will be restored and justice will 

come.  

In the silence, sacred space,  

we hold the people and places that rest in 

our hearts this day… 

 

(silence) 

 

Amen. 
   Adapted from Joan Stott 

 

 

 

Remembering the Offering 

 

We leave the waters of baptism to offer 

grace to others; 

we give from our abundance to bless others 

with hope and healing; 

we offer our lives to you and others in 

serving with love and mercy.  

In Jesus' name, we pray you will bless these 

gifts and us.  Amen. 

 

Hymn VU 427 To Show by Touch and 

Word 

 

Extinguish the Candle 

 

Commissioning 

These are the waters of creation, 

 The waters of identity, 

  The waters of naming, 

   The waters of blessing. 

  

As you move into the rest of your day,  

touch some water – give yourself a little 

sprinkle.  

 

May the water remind you of your own 

identifying,  

your own marking,  

your own commissioning as you live out  

God’s peace, justice  

and love in the world. 

 

Postlude 

 

 


