
 

Lakefield & Young’s Point United 

Worship 

September 19, 2021 

 

 

Announcements:  

• Take note of our new worship time! See you at 10:30 

AM 

• Masks, physical distancing and proof of vaccination 

required to enter the building. 

• Celebrations: Anniversaries and Birthdays 

• LF Congregational Meeting, Sunday Sept 19, following 

 worship.  

• We give thanks for Carrie Gray, this morning’s worship 

  leader

Greeting 

 

We Light the Candle 

 

Hymn  VU 651 Guide Me, Great Jehovah  

 

Call to Worship   

Our world offers many wide avenues 

and beautiful boulevards to walk; 

Our God invites us to walk the road 

of service and sacrifice. 

Our society suggests we put down our roots 

in the shallow soil of pleasure and greed. 

Our God seeks to plant us on the banks of hope, 

watered by the rivers of joy and grace. 

Our culture promotes achievement, success, 

climbing to the top, ringing the bell. 

Our God tells us if we want to be first 

we need to go to the end of the line. 
 Thom Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

When it comes to serving, 

we all choose who it will be, Jesus; 

  

Some people are easy to serve: 



those we love, 

those who love us, 

those who are like us, 

those who show us their appreciation. 

  

But, others make serving really hard: 

those we dislike and fear, 

those who attack or fear us, 

those who are different. 

those who seem to just take and give nothing back. 

  

But, in all of our picking and choosing, 

you ask a very difficult thing of us, Jesus – 

you ask us to be servants of all. 

How are we to do this? 

How do we serve the weak, the poor, the neglected, 

and the strong, the wealthy, the pampered? 

How do we serve the broken, the victims, the denied, 

and the breaker, the perpetrator, the denier? 

How do we possibly serve all? 

  

However it may be, Jesus, 

keep us from using our fear or confusion 

as an excuse not to serve; 

and help us just to make serving 

the most natural response we have to anyone. 

And may our service join with that of others, 

to gently change our world into a place 

where all serve 

and all are served. 

Amen. 
 John van der Laar, Sacredise 

 

Prayer of Illumination  

God of All Wisdom and Wonder, 

send your Holy Spirit 

that She might open us 

to listen to what you have to tell the Church today.  Amen. 

  

Psalm 1 pg. 489 

Blessed are those who follow God’s law. 

 

Mark 9:30-37 pg. 45 

Whoever welcomes a child, welcomes me. 

 



Reflection   

I don’t think that the question of greatness has gone away since Jesus roamed the earth. From 

Muhammad Ali’s signature boast a about being “the greatest” to the best-known slogan of the 

2016 American election – “Make America great again,” right up to the slander campaigns of the 

election race we find ourselves in today as political rivals seek public affirmation of their 

greatness in an election that has been called the angriest campaign of Canadian Election history, 

we continue to discuss and debate what constitutes greatness. 

 

Apparently, the disciples – or at least two of them - were bickering while walking from one 

town to another. Obviously they were not quiet about it as it comes to the attention of Jesus, so 

much that he could not ignore it. Imagine children in the back seat of the car trying to settle a 

disagreement and you might get a sense of the atmosphere of this moment. When they arrived 

in Capernaum and went into the house, Jesus asks, “What were you arguing about on the way.” 

They do not answer. Caught out, they are silent, embarrassed to admit they were arguing about 

which one of them was the greatest. 

 

I wonder what it was in their purview that defined greatness? Was it based on proximity to 

Jesus? The one who is greater is the one who has spent the most time with him? Was it based on 

what they had witnessed - maybe who had been present when the greatest miracle had been 

accomplished- a question that just might cause further debate. Was it based on their prior social 

status or the order in which they joined the movement or the responsibilities they had within 

these early days of the ministry of Jesus? We don’t really know. What we do know is that Jesus 

is not impressed. And so he tells them, “Whoever wants to be first – that is, greatest – must be 

last and be a servant to all.” 

 

It’s really interesting to read this quest for greatness alongside today’s psalm selection. The 

psalm provides a sharp contrast when we think about where we seek our greatness in 

comparison to where we will find it. 

 

This is the first psalm in the Book of Psalms. It’s selection as first is important to note. The 

book of Psalms begins with the tacit instruction to find our delight in meditation on the law. 

Although the word “law’ in English suggests legislated prohibitions, torah, or the law in ancient 

Israel, is not merely a set of rules restricting the behaviour of the people of God. For the people 

of Israel, torah was a description of life with God through stories and laws, a constructive 

design for life with God as presented through the story of God’s relationship to God’s people. 

Both proscription and prescription have a place in that story, but this story, indeed both the 

psalm and the gospel are about one’s whole life: identity, personal relationships, ethical 

precepts, and the health of the wider community. (Which makes me wonder how the disciples 

got it so wrong since they were Jewish and would have knowledge of the torah?) The way to 

greatness/happiness is revealed, through torah, as willing and obedient relationship with God.  

 

Theologian Walter Brueggemann says  



...The psalm artistically presses the defining questions of life. To what is one devoted in 

life? How does one move forward in hope? What gives the most basic direction in life? 

 

With vivid poetic imagery, the poem invites readers to give attention to YHWY’s 

teaching and instruction in the Psalms, in all of Scripture, and in God’s continuing 

presence and activity... The most basic decision to follow God’s direction makes 

it possible to be rooted, grounded and fruitful... The psalm’s hope is that readers 

and hearers will choose life in connection with God and God’s Torah, and so 

embrace life’s fruitful possibilities...” 

 

Psalm 1 as a preamble to the Psalter urges a lifestyle that finds its source in the Creator, 

not on our own greatness, but our utter dependence on God. 

 

The gospel passage makes the same claim. There are obvious implications for the lives of those 

who choose to follow the way of Jesus where leadership and authority are lived out in service 

and humility.  

 

“Who is the greatest?” is a question that will never get old. It will be asked over and over and 

over again in a variety of ways. Why? Because the measure of greatness always seems up for 

grabs. Because the gauge of greatness is as contextual, as subjective, as most anything in life. 

And human beings, whether inside a faith community or without, as individuals who profess to 

be Christian, or churches, or institutions of the church, certainly have not been dependable in 

our ability to determine greatness with the model of Jesus or the torah in mind. 

 

“Instead, we regularly yield to the world’s standards of greatness, which are usually yoked with 

power over, wealth, control, status, influence, etc. The criteria for greatness are too often set by 

the world, by those outside the church or without the values laden in the torah or the ministry of 

Jesus. When we as Christians adopt the world’s definition of greatness, its values, buy into, 

them, seek them for ourselves, our children, our church, or country, we relegate the ministry of 

Jesus to the margins of moral imagination.” 

 

The readings for today both point to something important, something essential, about believing 

in Jesus and about how we orient our lives. We will not find happiness in the power and wealth 

the world names as evidence of greatness.  When God became human, in the incarnation, God 

upended every assumption of greatness that the world names. When the holy was born into the 

world, greatness became something wholly different. In that moment, greatness ceased to be 

about elevating oneself or one’s interest, ceased to be about separation, and turned its focus on 

solidarity. Greatness ceased to be about better, and chose to be about relationship. Not about 

self-adulation, but empowerment and encouragement of the other. 

 

Greatness is determined by service and sacrifice. By humility and honor. By truthfulness and 

faithfulness. We are called to preach this kind of greatness, we are called to embody this kind of 

greatness, so that the world can witness the true meaning of greatness born out of love. We need 

a new standard for measuring our success, our greatness - not by what we take in but by what 



we give away, not by the influence we wield but by the service we offer, not by accumulating 

more but by sharing what we already have, not by being first but by being eager to work hard in 

order to see others move ahead.  And if we can do this, we will be like trees planted by streams 

of water. We will yield fruit in its season. We will be happy. We will be great. Delight and joy 

will be ours. Just be sure to avoid the scoffers! 
 

With resources from: 
http://www.davidlose.net/2018/09/pentecost-18-b-a-different-kind-of-greatness/ 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/dear-working-preacher/the-greatest 

http://www.thetimelesspsalms.net/w_resources/pentecost17[25]b_2015.htm 

Feasting on The Word,  Year B, Proper 20 

 

Hymn VU 652 Be Still My Soul 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

God of Welcome and Wonder,  

help us draw the welcome circle wider. 

 

Holy One, 

you are the Creator, who has brought all life into being. 

With nothing but a word, you stirred the whirling planets. 

You brought life to the fish of the sea and the birds of the air. 

You called to your family people of different colors, races, and creeds. 

Help us to value the perspective of people different than us. 

God of Welcome and Wonder, help us draw the welcome circle wider. 

 

Holy One, 

you are the Redeemer, who has renewed all of creation. 

With nothing but a body, you walked this earth and changed our lives. 

You brought freedom to the enslaved and salvation to the oppressed. 

You called to your family people of different colors, races, and creeds. 

Help us to welcome the truth that ALL people are worthy of love. 

God of Welcome and Wonder, help us draw the welcome circle wider. 

 

Holy One, 

you are the Sustainer, who brings all of us together. 

With nothing but a wind, you brought us all together. 

You brought unity to those who were divided by society 

You called to your family people of different passions, gifts, and voices. 

Help us spread the news of your gospel that all might be invited to its abundance. 

God of Welcome and Wonder, help us draw the welcome circle wider. 

 

Holy One, 

help us care for those who are in need: 

for those who are alone this day, 

for those who lack the resources to care for their family, 

http://www.davidlose.net/2018/09/pentecost-18-b-a-different-kind-of-greatness/
https://www.workingpreacher.org/dear-working-preacher/the-greatest
http://www.thetimelesspsalms.net/w_resources/pentecost17%5b25%5db_2015.htm


for those who see no way out of the graves that surround them, 

for those who want nothing more than a word of welcome, 

and for those who need the gospel to sustain them for the coming week. 

 

Help us care for those who we lift up to you now aloud or in silence… 

God of Welcome and Wonder, help us draw the welcome circle wider. 

Holy One, 

hear our prayer this day 

and empower us to continue to serve you faithfully. 

This we pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, saying:   
 Adapted from Stephen M. Fearing 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Remembering the Offering 

Rather than boast of all that we have and are, may we humble ourselves, as we offer our lives, 

our hearts, and our gifts, in putting others first, that they might discover the wonders of the 

kingdom of grace and hope.  In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen.  

 

Solo: Hard Trial by Harold Burleigh  

 

Extinguish the Candle 

 

Benediction 

 

Beloved, 

may you know the limits of your humanness 

and learn to lean on the limitlessness of God, 

may you be wise enough to trust not your own wisdom, 

but the wisdom of God, 

and may the Lord bless you and keep you, 

may the Lord make God's face to shine upon you 

and be gracious unto you, 



may the Lord lift up God's countenance upon you 

and give you peace and wisdom all your days. Amen. 

 


