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Announcements:  

• Today we are celebrating and anticipating Orange Shirt Day and the National Day for 

truth and Reconciliation on September 30, 2021. Please wear something orange! 

Resources for Orange Shirt Day: https://www.comoxunitedchurch.com/news/resources-

for-orange-shirt-day 

• Take note of our new worship time! See you at 10:30 AM 

• Masks, physical distancing and proof of vaccination required to enter the building. Please 

make an appointment before coming to visit staff. 

• Celebrations: Anniversaries and Birthdays 

• On Sunday Sept 19, 2021, the congregation of Lakefield United Church approved the 

following statement to be sent to Regional Council: 

“We as the Lakefield congregation will accept both the challenges and the opportunities 

of a single point charge, if that should be the will of the Assembly of Elders. We extend 

out support and wish blessings for Young’s Point UC in charting their path forward. We 

affirm our covenant with Rev. Kerrie Perry to lead our congregation forward on our 

journey.” 

• We give thanks for Pam Feilders, Adrienne Abrahamse, Linda Axelson & Kim Bailey for 

leading in this morning’s worship. 

Greeting 

 

We Light the Candle 

All creation is made of star-stuff.  

From the basic building blocks of the universe,  

come fire, air, earth, and water.  

And all creation sings praise to the Creator of all.  

Baptized by the waters of the sky, 

standing firm on the earth, breathing deep the breath of life,  

warmed by this flame…  

we go where Christ’s light shines! Alleluia! Alleluia, amen! 
 Richard Bott, Moderator of The United Church while at Dunbar Heights 

https://www.comoxunitedchurch.com/news/resources-for-orange-shirt-day
https://www.comoxunitedchurch.com/news/resources-for-orange-shirt-day


 

Hymn  VU 402 We Are One 

 

Call to Worship   

When we open our eyes, we see your glory, O God. 

Sun, moon, and stars proclaim your magnificence. 

When we open our ears, we hear your word, O God. 

The voice of creation reaches the ends of the earth. 

When we open our hearts, we receive your truth, O God. 

You fill us with joy and light forever. 

When we open ourselves, we praise your holy name. 

Praise God’s holy name. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Creator,  

God of both hallelujahs and of tears,  

we give thanks for the beauty and diversity of creation.  

Forgive us for the foolishness and defiance  

that have damaged this wholeness.  

Teach us the direction back;  

show us the path of healing. 

We remember this day so many beautiful children  

who never came home from school. 

We failed when we sought to teach them  

the love of God and the path of Jesus. 

We remember them this day and every day, 

and commit to seeking truth and reconciliation. 

We confess the brokenness of relationship that led to devastation, 

and pray for them, their families and each other, 

so that all may be healed. 

In the name of the Beloved, Amen. 
 

Prayer of Illumination  

Lord, open our hearts and minds 

so as the Scriptures are read 

and your Word is proclaimed, 

we may hear with joy 

what you say to us today. Amen. 

 

James 5:13-20, pg. 231-32 

The Prayer of Faith 

 

MK 9:38-50 pg. 45 

Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another. 

 



Reflection   
For whoever is not against us is for us. Mark 9:40 

Who is for us? 
Jesus’ answer: 

  
anyone 

who extends a helping hand, 
who shelters the homeless, 

who cares for the earth, 
who feeds the hungry, 
teaches the ignorant, 

stands for justice, 
gives 

a cup of water 
in my name 
is all for us, 

  
and belongs to me. 

  
Jesus, 

all we want 
is to belong to you. 

 
These words from Anne Osdieck, guide our actions as followers of Jesus. We are not simply meant to be 

hearers of the word, but doers also which has been made evident in the readings these last few weeks from the 

letter from James to the early church. This week we have an opportunity to teach, to learn, and to stand for 

justice as we remember Orange Shirt Day. This year, Orange Shirt Day has become a federal holiday with the 

acknowledgement of Sept 30th as a National Day For Truth and Reconciliation. 

 
For anyone who may be unfamiliar with Orange Shirt Day, it is a day we don orange to acknowledge how 

autumn can be particularly difficult for survivors of residential schools. Historically, this is the time of year 

when an Indian Agent, priest and/or police officer would come to take Indigenous children from their families 

and community, and away to an Indian Residential School (IRS). The orange shirt has come to represent this 

experience, because of the story of IRS survivor Phyllis (Jack) Webstad, a Northern Secwpemc (suk-wep-umck 

or Shuswap) woman from the Stswecem’c Xgat’tem (Shtoo-walk-em huck-tum) First Nation who went to St. 

Joseph Mission Residential School.  

 

Back in 1973 a little girl named Phyllis excitedly got ready for her first day of school. 

 

  I remember that feeling of excitement and curiosity. Who would be my teacher?  

Would I make any friends?  

 

Phyllis was also getting ready to go away for school. She was a little BC First Nations girl headed off to the 

Indian Residential School in Williams Lake, BC. Here are Phyllis' own words describing her experience:  

 

I went to the Mission for one school year in 1973/1974. I had just turned 6 years old.  

I lived with my grandmother on the Dog Creek reserve. We never had very much money,  

and there was no welfare, but somehow my granny managed to buy me a new outfit to  

go to the Mission school.  

 

I remember going to Robinson’s store and picking out a shiny orange shirt. It had string  

laced up in front, and was so bright and exciting – just like I felt to be going to school!  

When I got to the Mission, they stripped me, and took away my clothes, including the  

orange shirt! I never saw it again. I didn’t understand why they wouldn’t give it back to me,  

it was mine!  



 

The color orange has always reminded me of that and how my feelings didn’t matter, how  

no one cared and how I felt like I was worth nothing. All of us little children were crying  

and no one cared. (http://www.orangeshirtday.org/phyllis-story.html)  

 

Phyllis shared this story with a group of survivors, children of survivors and allies a number of years ago. In 

2013 a group from Williams Lake decided to declare September 30th Orange Shirt Day to honour all the 

children who went to Indian Residential Schools, those who survived and those who didn't. They wanted it to 

become a day that would allow families, both Indigenous and settler, to talk about what happened. I am so 

thankful that is happening more and more – the talking. This summer has forced us to confront the reality of our 

relationships, talk about the interactions with all our relations. 

 

One of the themes running through this week’s scripture readings is healing. God heals in many ways and 

through diverse people. “God heals through prayer but also through Prozac. Through medication and 

meditation. Through chanting and chemotherapy. [Even through orange shirts.] Wherever healing and truth are 

present, God is present.”  

 

There is still much healing to do. And truth telling. In so many ways, the legacy of our churches and our country 

have impeded others from knowing God’s love, placed stumbling blocks before little ones, not just when the 

eradication of a culture and a people were seen as good and just, not just when children were removed from 

homes, but also in the conduct of our ancestors in those schools, in the silence of those who knew what 

happened, in the denial of decades of hurt and pain, and the legacy of suffering and broken relationship that 

have resulted and continue. Most of the country denied knowledge or were completely unaware of our history 

and the presence of the graves of these children until the findings this summer no longer made it possible. 

 

As we listen to the letter from James this week, we are reminded of the power of prayer. So let us pray.  In an 

address for Orange Shirt Day in 2018, Honarine wrote: “Let us pray for the Residential School survivors who 

are still struggling. Let us pray for all the intergenerational survivors dealing with the trauma that was passed on 

due to lack of culturally appropriate healing services and programs. The Residential School policy was only one 

colonial policy; there are many others that exist today that continue to seek to kill the Indian. Let us become 

educated and work together to shine a light on injustice. (Prayer offered by Honarine Scott is Omushkego Cree from Fort 

Albany First Nation, Healing Programs Coordinator in the Indigenous Ministries Circle.) 
 

On Orange Shirt Day, come filled with compassion and the spirit of truth and reconciliation. Wear orange.   

And pray that we no longer create a stumbling block to any of God’s little ones.  May it be so.  
 

Pastoral Prayer 

There is no part of life 

you do not touch, O God, 

infusing your rich fragrance— gritty and real— 

getting in underneath the surface, 

drawing out and lifting up winding love around 

until defences are lowered, barriers broken down 

and the power of your love reveals the beauty 

you intended for all your children. 

 

For the children who died in residential schools throughout Canada  

and for all those who continue on a journey through the darkness,  

we ask that there may be healing founded on truth  

and that the Spirit will inspire our ongoing commitment to reconciliation. 

http://www.orangeshirtday.org/phyllis-story.html


God, through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit,  

continue to offer us correction so that your grace might change and transform us. 

Give us humility to listen when others reveal how we have failed and courage to love others as 

ourselves, mindful of your love for the weakest and most vulnerable among us. 

 

Guide our actions 

to the richness you bring to all life 

and the abundance you share, 

setting the scene for us to share too. 

 

Help us to bring light 

into all the darkness of life, spreading hope for a better world, 

a world where justice is made real by your children living together 

in harmony. 

 

Help us to bring salt 

into the blandness of life, 

encouraging vitality and joy in living 

in a world that dares to hope 

for the future that you promise 

where all your children will know themselves 

loved and valued 

and treasured, 

created in your image. 

 

There is no part of life 

you do not touch, O God, 

and so in the silence we remember: 

• those people and places in need of this reminder 

• those who seek healing 

• those who need peace 

• those who celebrate this day 

• our beloved creation 

• and all other matters we carry in our heart… 

 

Silence is kept 

 

Make us salt and light, O God even as we join our voices saying:  
Adapted from Rev Liz Crumlish 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 



on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn VU 341 Fairest Lord Jesus 

 

Remembering the Offering 

We worship a God of abundance, 

from whose hands flow all the blessings of our lives. 

Give us a heart willing to use these blessings not 

simply for our own pleasure and purposes. 

Give us right and generous hearts, O God, 

that your blessings may flow from our hands 

to those in need. 

 

Extinguish the Candle 

"You are the salt of the earth." 

Sprinkle us across our town, God, 

across our world, 

to bring the flavour of your Kingdom wherever we go. 

"You are the light of the world." 

Uncover the radiance that is 

within us, God, 

to shine the truth of your love 

wherever we go. 

"Let your light shine before others" 

that everyone we meet 

may see our lives of worship 

and glorify you. 

We carry the Light as we go … 

 

Benediction  MV 215 Peace Be With You 

 

 

 
Sermon prepared with resources from: 

https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2012/09/gospel-reflection-mark-9-38-50.html 

https://dq5pwpg1q8ru0.cloudfront.net/2020/12/06/15/23/29/f7e6885d-0bb4-4ddd-8bf0-

5386be424d74/Orange%20Shirt%20Day%20Background%20and%20Resources.pdf 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/livingaholyadventure/2015/09/the-adventurous-lectionary-eighteenth-sunday-after-pentecost-

september-27-2015/ 

 

https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2012/09/gospel-reflection-mark-9-38-50.html
https://dq5pwpg1q8ru0.cloudfront.net/2020/12/06/15/23/29/f7e6885d-0bb4-4ddd-8bf0-5386be424d74/Orange%20Shirt%20Day%20Background%20and%20Resources.pdf
https://dq5pwpg1q8ru0.cloudfront.net/2020/12/06/15/23/29/f7e6885d-0bb4-4ddd-8bf0-5386be424d74/Orange%20Shirt%20Day%20Background%20and%20Resources.pdf
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/livingaholyadventure/2015/09/the-adventurous-lectionary-eighteenth-sunday-after-pentecost-september-27-2015/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/livingaholyadventure/2015/09/the-adventurous-lectionary-eighteenth-sunday-after-pentecost-september-27-2015/

