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Sunday November 7, 2021 Remembrance Day 
 

We Gather with Praise 
 
Indigenous Land Acknowledgement: We respectfully acknowledge that Lakefield United 
Church is located on the Treaty 20 Michi Saagiig territory and in the traditional territory of the 
Michi Saagiig and Chippewa Nations, collectively known as Williams Treaty First Nations, which 
include: Curve Lake, Hiawatha, Alderville, Scugog Island, Rama, Beausoleil, and Georgina Island 
First Nations. 
 
Lakefield United Church respectfully acknowledges that the Parties of Williams Treaties are the 
stewards and caretakers of these lands and waters, and that we all must take responsibility 
and work together to ensure their health and integrity for generations to come. 
 
Prelude 
 
Welcome and Lighting of the Christ Candle 
I greet you this morning in the name of the Prince of Peace.  We gather to remember, to thank, 
and to work toward peace.  
 
May the light of this candle remind us of the One who brought light from chaos and hope from 
despair. 
 
Call to Worship   
The measure of a people’s heart is this: 
do we remember the sacrifices of the past;  
do we work for peace in the present;  
do we speak of hope for the future?  
And so we come now before God  
to name as our dream God’s reign of shalom,  
to commit ourselves to the cause of peace,  
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and to remember.  
Let us worship God. 
 Rod sykes, Gathering. S/A 2010 
 
Opening Prayer 
The chill fall wind now blows were poppies bloomed.  
Silence has replaced the din on many battlefields.  
Empty places at the table will never be refilled,  
but your love, O God, warms that which has grown cold,  
fills lonely silences with a Word of love,  
and restores the circle which was broken. 
Amen. 
 Robin Wardlaw,  Gathering. S/A 2010 
 
Hymn    VU 436 Abide With Me                            
 
The Life and Work of our Community of Faith 
We have gathered here with gratitude to recognize the sacrifices of our Canadian Armed Forces 
and RCMP members who have offered themselves in service to our country. Through world 
wars and regional conflicts, at home and abroad, they have demonstrated courage, loyalty, 
integrity, and service to Canada before self. The freedoms we enjoy today would not be 
possible without them. And so, on this Sunday before the 11th day of the 11th month, we 
remember them. Veterans want Canadians to understand the price of freedom. They are 
passing the torch to the people of Canada, so the memory of their sacrifices will continue, and 
the values they fought for will live on in all of us. 
 
Act of Remembrance  Trumpeter Rob Mills 
 The Last Post    
 Silence (1 min) 
 Reveille  
 
 Commitment to Remember 
 They were young. 
 They served, giving freely of themselves. 
 To them, we pledge, amid the winds of time, 
 To carry their torch and never forget. 
 We will remember them. 
 Remember with clear eyes  
  the horrific cost of war. 
 Remember with deep sorrow  
  those who killed and were killed. 
 Remember with grief  



  the blood-stained battlefields. 
 Remember with tears  
  the rending of people from their homes. 
 Remember with compassion  
  the bereaved and the wounded. 
 Remember with reverence  
  those who risked their lives for peace. 
 Remember with tenderness  
  the children’s longing for freedom. 
 Remember with gratefulness  
  all who forgave their enemies. 
 Remember with hope  
  the kingdom that is planted with small seeds. 
 Remember with confidence  
  that faith, hope and love abide. 
 Remember with joy  
  that our Jesus is the Prince of Peace. 
 We will remember them. 
 
Remembrance Prayer: (unison) 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;  
age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,  
we will remember them. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O God,  
and may perpetual light shine upon them.  
May the souls of the righteous, through your great mercy,  
rest in peace. Amen. 
 
Solo Panis Angelicus  Jacob Abrahamse 
 
Scripture Readings  Adrienne Abrahamse 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
 For everything there is a time and a season 
Ephesians 6: 10-18, 23-24 
 Put on the whole armour of God. 
Luke 7:1-10 

A Centurion’s faith.  
 
Reflection: Voices from War 
 Holly Chester 



  Sharing the story of her great-grandfather, Able Seaman James Ferguson. 
 Erica Estabrook 
  Sharing the story of Private Kay King 
 John Good  
  Sharing the story of Ethelbert Christian 
    
Prayers of The People and the Lord’s Prayer (Sung) 
Great Creator, we thank you for the mix of people gathered  here today: 
We are the parents, partners, sisters, brothers, friends, ancestors, and veterans who have 
experienced and lived through war; people who have witnessed incredible bravery and 
courage, and carry memories of horrific sights of death and devastation. 
We are parents, partners, sisters, brothers, friends, and ancestors of those who have served 
and were devoured by it. 
We offer to you our gratitude for their willingness to stand up for freedom and justice, and we 
offer our grief for lives untimely lost.  
We are parents, partners, sisters, brothers, friends, and ancestors of those who returned 
from war.  
We celebrate their safe return and the opportunity to live in a country of freedom and 
prosperity, despite the faults we find in it and which you call us to address. 
We are parents, partners, sisters, brothers, friends, and ancestors of those who we have 
never known,  
except as a short line on our family tree, whose remains lie in some poppy-covered field in a 
far-off land. 
We are parents, partners, sisters, brothers, friends, and ancestors of today, who are quietly 
puzzled by the sense of pride and sadness, the ritual and ceremony.  
War for many of us is remote – a headline in a newspaper or clip on the evening news. We 
watch the continued devastation from relative safety as others around the world still live the 
terror. 
O God, this is who we are, in part. We are also your children, and therefore parents, 
partners, sisters, brothers, friends, and ancestors to all people in all lands. Today we offer 
you prayers of gratitude for lives put on the line in the struggle to free others. We offer our 
desire to seek new ways of resolving conflict. 
God of love, Prince of Peace, fill us with a new compassion against any action that demeans, 
discounts, or destroys another human being. We ask for wisdom to see the dark sides of our 
own souls where we harbour hatred, fear, and prejudice. 
We pray that you free us from all thoughts and actions that work against your kin-dom, for 
your way is justice, kindness, and walking humbly in relationship with you and all you have 
created. 
We pray for peace in your world, peace in our community, peace in the hearts, and minds, 
and bodies of those we know and love  … 
 
(prayers are offered in the silence of our own hearts) 



 
We gather these prayers together with the words that Jesus taught so long ago … 
 
Remembering the Offering 
Gracious God, bless these gifts and these givers. May they be used well to foster peace and joy 
in this world and in the lives of those who cross our paths. 
May real and lasting change start now, with us, through us, and with God’s blessing. Amen. 
 
Hymn  VU 586 We Shall Go Out 
 
Closing responses 
From the rising of the sun until it’s setting  
God of peace God 
God of justice  
God of infinite mercy –  
remember your people.  
From the bleakness of war to the lavish warmth of peace  
God of peace God 
God of justice  
God of infinite mercy –  
remember your people.  
From the pain of the present moment to the peace of eternity  
God of peace God 
God of justice  
God of infinite mercy –  
remember your people.  
We turn to you, God,  
asking that you enfold our planet  
in your justice, peace and truth.  
Enlighten the minds of those making decisions,  
melt the hearts of those inflicting cruelty upon your children, and strengthen the resolve of all 
who pray for peace.  
And may God bless us – and the peoples who share our planet.  
In the name of the Creator, the Redeemer and the Advocate. May God hold our world and all 
its people in the palm of God’s hand.  
Amen   

Neil Paynter and Helen Bothroyd, Holy Ground: Liturgies and Worship for an engaged 
spirituality. 

 
Postlude              

 
 



What’s happening at Lakefield United Church? 
 
Lakefield United Church 2020 Annual Congregational Meeting 
Please mark your calendars for a congregational meeting to be held after worship on 
Sunday November 14, 2021. Although it seems strange, this will be the Annual 
General Meeting for 2021 where we approve the reports from 2020, adopt the budget 
and slate of leaders, and give thanks. You will have received the AGM report 
previously, but it is attached to the Thursday November 4th Sunday Service email since 
that was so long ago. If you have misplaced your copy of the 2020 Annual Report, 
please contact the office. The delay has been a result of the COIVD-19 protocols and a 
desire by the Coordinating Council to ensure all who wish to participate in the meeting 
could do so.  
 
Due to current COVID-19 protocols, the meeting will be held in the sanctuary where we 
can physically distance and no food will be provided. 
 
Church Capacity Limit & Physical Distancing: Request for Feedback 
We are seeking your feedback with regard to provincial changes to indoor capacity 
limits. Places of worship that require proof of vaccination are now permitted to increase 
capacity to 100% (i.e. no physical distancing limitations). For the time being, we will 
continue to operate at the status quo with capacity limits governed by physical 
distancing requirements. Please provide your feedback about increasing capacity to 
100% and removing the physical distancing requirement for in-person worship 
services. You can call the church office (705 652 3126) or send the feedback in an 
email to the office (lkflduc@nexicom.net) or Rev. Perry (minister.lkflduc@nexicom.net).  
 
 
Updating Contact Information 
Would you like to receive updates from the Church via regular mail, email or phone? 
Please make sure we have your up-to-date contact information by calling or visiting the 
Church office. 
 
Lakefield Seekers Meet & Greet 
Seekers are welcome to an informal meet and greet, "It’s been a long while", event. It 
will be held on the lawn of Lakefield United Church from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. Wednesday 
November 10, 2021. There will be hot apple cider, registration table for dues and a 
chance to catch up. Our talent will be a goodie bag to take away. If it rains, we will be 
on the sidewalk to greet you and give you a goodie bag as you drive up. 
 
A.O.T.S. Men’s Club Meeting & Call for New Members 
The men’s Club, AOTS will begin meeting in January 2022 and are looking for new 
members. Please contact Bill Dummitt 705 957 2590, John Draper or the church office. 
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AOTS will be selling Christmas trees this year beginning November 26th with a limited 

supply due to Christmas          shortage. 

 
Birthdays: Best wishes to all who are celebrating a birthday this week.  
 
Anniversaries: Congratulations to all who are celebrating a wedding 

anniversary this week. 


